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THE  SOUL:  WHAT  IS  IT? 


BY  MILES  GRANT. 


'♦Man  became  a  living  soul." — Gen.  2  :  7. 

Volumes  have  been  written  on  the  soul,  and  still 
many  persons  seem  to  be  in  great  darkness  on  the 
subject.  We  think  much  of  the  difficulty  has  arisen 
on  account  of  not  adhering  strictly  to  the  Scriptures 
for  light,  instead  of  the  speculations  of  philosophy. 
True  philosophy  and  the  Bible  are  ever  in  harmony  ; 
but  the  fables  of  men,  now  so  common,  have  nearly 
eclipsed  the  truth  of  the  Lord,  and  left  the  mass  to 
grope  their  way  in  the  labyrinths  of  error,  like  blind 
men  wandering  alone  in  search  of  diamonds.  They 
seem  to  scorn  the  Bible,  the  true  source  of  light  aud 
truth,  and  hasten  in  the  opposite  direction,  hoping 
for  relief.  As  well  might  a  man  in  the  dark  caverns 
of  earth  urge  his  way  farther  down  amid  its  black- 
ness of  darkness  hoping  to  find  light,  as  for  one  to 
look  for  light  and  truth  among  the  musty  tomes  of 
old  philosophers.  Says  Paul,  "Beware,  lest  any 
man  spoil  you  through  philosophy."  How  many 
might  have  been  saved  from  ruin,  had  they  observed 
the  instructions  of  the  apostle.  People  wish  to  be 
wise  "above  that  which  is  written."    Let  us  go  to 


2 


THE  SOUL  :  WHAT  IS  IT  ? 


the  word  of  the  Lord  for  truth,  and  abide  by  that, 
if  it  spoils  all  our  creeds. 

Before  commencing  the  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject, we  wish  to  say  that  soul  and  spirit  are  not  one 
and  the  same  thing,  as  used  in  the  Bible.  The 
word  ruach,  rendered  spirit  in  Eccl.  12  :  7, — "Then 
shall  the  dust  return  to  the  earth  as;  it  was  :  and  the 
spirit  shall  return  unto  God  who  gave  it," — is  found 
four  hundred  times  in  the  Hebrew  text,  but  is  not 
once  rendered  soul.  Pneuma,  the  corresponding 
Greek  word,  is  found  three  hundred  and  eighty-five 
times  in  the  New  Testament,  and  is  not  once  ren- 
dered soul.  Hence  our  readers  will  understand  that 
when  we  are  speaking  of  the  soul,  we  do  not  mean 
spirit. 

WHAT  IS  THE  SOUL  ? 

This  question  is  often  asked,  but  answers  vary, 
thus  showing  that  all  do  not  think  alike. 

Popular  writers  tell  us  the  soul  is  4  4 an  indepen- 
dent thing,"  "the  real  entity,"  and  exists  as  such, 
"whether  the  mechanism"  (the  body)  4 'through 
which  and  upon  which  it  acts,  be  disarranged  or  not ; 
and  even  the  destruction  of  the  latter"  (the  body) 
"does  not  affect  the  former"  (the  soul).  "It  is 
this  spiritual  organism  which  sees  and  hears  and 
feels,  which  suffers  and  enjoys,  which  thinks  and 
will  and  executes :  which  is  in  short,  the  real  man. 
As  perfect  a  picture  may  be  formed  upon  the  retina 
of  the  eye  after  death  as  before :  as  complete  a  vi- 
bration produced  upon  the  drum  of  the  ear ;  but 
nothing  is  seen  or  heard,  because  the  man  has  gone, 
and  these  instruments  are  of  no  further  service." — 
Discourse  on  the  Immortality  of  Man,  by  Thomas  M. 
Clark,  D.  D.,  pp.  6,  7. 
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Another  modern  writer  on  popular  theology  says  : — 

uThe  soul  (Hhe  real  man9)  lives  in  the  body  just  as 
a  man  lives  in  a  house.  When  the  house  is  carried 
away  by  a  flood,  or  burned  up,  or  it  becomes  old 
and  falls  to  pieces,  or  anything  else  happens  so 
that  the  man  cannot  live  in  it  any  longer,  he  chooses 
a  house  somewhere  else  and  goes  to  live  in  that. 
So  your  soul  must  move  away  at  some  time  and 
leave  the  body." 

Another  : — "The  Creator  has  given  us  these  bod- 
ies to  be  our  habitation — a  dwelling  adapted  to  our 
high  test  comfort  and  welfare.  Our  individual  iden- 
tity does  not  consist  in  the  body.  The  body  is  not 
the  man.  The  man  is  really  an  invisible  being  ;  and 
his  body  is  the  house  in  which  he  lives.  The  eye  is 
no  part  of  the  man ;  it  is  only  the  window  of  the 
house  through  which  he  looks  out  upon  the  world. 
The  ear  is  no  part  of  the  man,  it  is  only  the  earthly 
medium  through  which  sound  is  conveyed  to  the 
dweller  within.  When  the  house  decays  he  will  live 
elsewhere." — Phil,  of  Health,  by  L.  B.  Coles,  p.  213. 

We  wish  our  readers  to  have  the  foregoing  popu- 
lar description  of  the  soul  in  their  minds,  when  we 
come  to  the  examination  of  the  Bible  testimony,  and 
remember  that  we  never  command  or  punish  the 
house,  but  the  tenant  who  dwells  there ;  conse- 
quently, all  the  instruction,  promises  and  threaten- 
ings  are  addressed  to  the  soul — 'the  real  man,'  and 
not  the  body  or  house,  in  which  he  lives.  A 
man's  house  can  have  no  moral  character.  What- 
ever then,  we  find  in  the  Bible  addressed  to  man 
can  have  no  reference  to  his  house,  or  body,  if  the 
popular  view  is  correct. 
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NEPHESH — SOUL. 

We  now  come  to  consider  the  word  nephesh,  which 
is  the  only  one  rendered  soul  in  the  Old  Testament, 
with  two  exceptions,  which  are  found  in  Isa.  57  :  16, 
and  in  Job  30:  15.  The  first  reads,  "For  I  will 
not  contend  for  ever,  neither  will  I  be  always  wroth  : 
for  the  spirit  (ruach)  should  fail  before  me,  and 
the  souls  which  I  have  made."  The  word  here  ren- 
dered souls  is  neshahmah,  which  is  never  used  in  the 
Bible  to  represent  a  conscious  existence  separate 
from  the  human  organism,  but  is  generally  rendered 
breath.  The  same  word  occurs  in  Isa.  2 :  22. 
"Cease  ye  from  man,  whose  breath  (neshahmah)  is 
in  his  nostrils"  No  one  supposes  that  a  man's  soul 
is  in  his  nostrils,  but  we  know  that  the  breath  of 
life  is  there  :  consequently,  nothing  can  be  drawn 
from  Isa.  57  :  16  in  favor  of  the  existence  of  man  sep- 
arate from  his  physical  organism. 

Job  30  :  15  reads,  "Terrors  are  turned  upon  me  : 
they  pursue  my  soul  as  the  wind :  and  my  welfare 
passe th  away  as  a  cloud."  The  word  rendered  soul 
is  nedibah,  which  means  "liberality,"  "excellence  " 
and  would  be  properly  translated, — they  pursue  my 
liberality  as  the  wind.  Nothing  here  to  favor  the 
idea  that  the  soul  is  'the  real  man,'  aside  from  the 
body." 

In  considering  nephesh  the  word  rendered  soul  in 
all  other  places  in  the  Old  Testament,  we  should  re- 
mark that  Hebrew  nouns  are  derived  from  Hebrew 
verbs,  and  nephesh  is  from  a  verb  which  signifies  "to 


THE  SOUL  r  WHAT  IS  IT  ? 


5 


breathe,"  4 4 to  respire."  Roy,  in  his  lexicon,  renders 
nephesh  as  follows:  —  "the  soul,"  "life,"  "vital 
part,"  "a  man,"  "a  creature,"  "affection,"  "person," 
"substance."  This  word  is  found  in  the  Hebrew 
text  seven  hundred  and  fifty-two  times  ;  and  is  ren- 
dered soul  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  times. 
Can  it  be  possible  that  an  important  word  is  used 
so  many  times  in  the  Scriptures,  without  a  definite 
and  plain  signification  ?    We  think  not. 

Parkhurst,  a  distinguished  Hebrew  lexicographer, 
says : — 

"As  a  noun,  nephesh  hath  been  supposed  to 
signify  the  spiritual  part  of  man,  or  what  we  com- 
monly call  his  soul ;  I  must  for  myself  confess  that 
I  can  find  no  passage  where  it  hath  undoubtedly  this 
meaning." 

What  is  the  Soul?  "What  saith  the  Scriptures?" 
The  Bible  must  decide  the  question.  The  word 
nephesh  is  first  found  in  Gen.  1 :  20,  and  applied 
to  beasts.  "And  God  said,  Let  the  waters  bring 
forth  abundantly  the  moving  creature  that  hath 
life,"  margin,  "living  soul;"  Heb.  nephesh  chayyah, 
soul  living,  or  living  soul  as  it  is  arranged  in  Eng- 
lish. The  second  time  the  word  occurs  is  in  the 
21st  verse.  "And  God  created  great  whales,  and 
every  living  creature  (nephesh  chayyah,  living  soul,) 
that  moveth,  which  the  waters  brought  forth  abun- 
dantly." We  see,  from  these  scriptures,  that  all 
the  animals  of  the  sea  are  living  souls.  The  third 
time  the  word  nephesh  occurs  is  in  Gen.  1  :  24. 
"And  God  said,  let  the  earth  bring  forth  the  living 


6 


THE  SOUL  :  WHAT  IS  IS  ? 


creature  (nephesh  chayyah  living  soul,)  after  his 
kind,  cattle,  and  creeping  thing,  and  beast  of  the 
earth  after  his  kind."  From  this  passage  we  learn 
that  all  the  animals  upon  the  earth  are  living  souls. 

Dr.  Clark  says,  when  commenting  on  this  verse, 
"nephesh  chayyah"  is  "a  general  term  to  express  all 
creatures  endued  with  animal  life,  in  any  of  its  hir 
finitely  varied  gradations."  Nephesh  next  occurs  in 
Gen.  1  :  30.  "And  to  every  beast  of  the  earth,  and 
to  every  fowl  of  the  air,  and  to  everything  that 
creepeth  upon  the  earth,  wherein  there  is  life,  (nephesh 
chayyah,  margin,  a  living  soul,)  I  have  given  every 
green  herb  for  meat." 

We  have  now  found  nephesh,  the  word  rendered 
soul,  is  applied  to  beasts,  and  all  living  animals,  in 
the  first  four  instances  where  it  is  used  in  the  Bible. 
This  point  should  not  be  forgotten.  We  cannot  dis- 
pute but  that  it  is  correctly  used  when  thus  applied. 
He  who  formed  the  animals  knew  best  what  to  call 
them,  and  made  no  mistake  when  he  named  each 
a  nephesh  chayyah,  or  living  soul. 

McCulloch  says,  in  his  able  work  on  the  "Credi- 
bility of  the  Scriptures  "  Vol.  L,  p.  42  : 

"So  far  indeed  are  the  Scriptures  from  communi- 
cating any  information  concerning  the  principle 
of  human  life  or  intelligence,  that  there  is  no  word 
in  them  that  signifies  the  human  soul  in  the  sense  in 
which  we  use  the  term  as  implying  something  dis- 
tinct from  the  body." 

The  fifth  use  of  nephesh  is  in  Gen.  2  :  7,  which  is 
its  first  application  to  man.    "And  the  Lord  God 
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formed  man  of  the  dust  of  the  ground,  and  breathed 
into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life  ;  and  man  became 
a  living  soul"  {nephesh  chayyah).  Here  we  have 
precisely  the  same  words  applied  to  man  that  we 
have  found  in  the  four  passages  already  examined. 
Does  nephesh  chayyah  mean  any  more  in  Gen.  2  :7 
than  in  1  :  20,  21,  24,  and  30?  If  so,  by  what  rule 
of  exegesis?  It  is  very  evident  that  nephesh,  in  all 
the  passages  we  have  examined  represents  the  whole 
being,  and  not  an  immortal,  spiritual  existence,  sep- 
arate from  the  physical  organism. 

Kitto,  in  his  " Cyclopaedia  of  Biblical  Literature," 
renders  Gen.  2  :  7,  as  follows  :  "And  Jehovah  God 
formed  the  man  [Heb.  the  Adam]  dust  from  the 
ground,  and  blew  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life  ; 
and  the  man  became  a  living  animal" 

Was  this  the  beginning  of  man?  If  so,  Plato 
and  other  heathen  philosophers  are  wrong.  Kitto 
remarks  of  Gen.  2  :  7,  "There  are  good  interpreters 
and  preachers  who,  confiding  in  the  common  trans- 
lation, living  soul,  have  maintained  that  here  is  in- 
timated the  distinctive  pre-eminence  of  man  above 
the  inferior  animals,  as  possessed  of  an  immaterial 
and  immortal  spirit.  But,  however  true  that  doc- 
trine is,  and  supported  by  abundant  argument  from 
both  philosophy  and  the  Scriptures,  we  should  be 
acting  unfaithfully  if  we  were  to  affirm  its  being 
contained  or  implied  in  this  passage." — Cyclopaedia 
of  Biblical  Literature,  Vol.  I.,  p.  59. 

Bishop  Tillotson  says,  "the  immortality  of  the 
soul  is  rather  supposed,  or  taken  for  granted,  than 
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expressly  revealed  in  the  Bible."  This  is  a  frank 
admission,  but  such  a  one,  we  think  as  every  un- 
biased individual  must  make,  after  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  subject.  Shall  we  found  our 
faith  upon  a  supposition,  and  one,  too,  which  will  lay 
a  strong  foundation  for  the  support  of  the  purgatory 
of  the  Catholics,  their  prayers  to  saints,  Sweden- 
borgianism,  Shakerism,  Spiritualism,  and  the  doc- 
trine of  eternal  misery ;  when,  if  the  supposition  be 
rejected,  all  these  monstrous  systems  of  error  fall 
to  the  ground  ? 

In  continuing  our  examination,  we  will  turn  to 
Ex.  12:  16,  19. 

"And  in  the  first  day  there  shall  be  an  holy  con- 
vocation, and  in  the  seventh  dav  there  shall  be  an 
holy  convocation  to  you  ;  no  manner  of  work  shall 
be  done  in  them,  save  that  which  every  man  {ne- 
phesh, margin,  soul,)  must  eat.  .  .  .  Seven  days 
shall  there  be  no  leaven  found  in  your  house  :  for 
whosoever  eateth  that  which  is  leavened,  even  that 
soul  {nephesh)  shall  be  cut  off." 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  passages  that  man  and 
soul  are  translated  from  the  same  original  word,  and 
represent  the  same  beings.  The  man  eats  and  the 
soul  eats.  We  think  it  plain  to  every  candid  reader 
that  the  word  nephesh  in  these  texts  represents  the 
whole  accountable  being,  called  man  or  soul.  Par- 
allel with  the  foregoing,  we  read  in  Lev.  7 :  25  and 
17 :  15,  that,  u Whosoever  eateth  the  fat  of  the 
beast,  of  which  men  offer  an  offering  made  by  fire 
unto  the  Lord,  even  the  soul  {nephesh)  that  eateth  it 
shall  be  cut  off  from  his  people.  .  .  .  And  every  soul 
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(nephesh)  that  eateth  that  which  died  of  itself,"  etc. 
Can  we  suppose  for  one  moment  that  the  man  or 
soul  (nephesh)  which  is  capable  of  eating  animals, 
is  some  indescribable, ' ' immaterial,' '  "uncompound- 
ed,"  "indivisible,"  "indestructible,"  "intangible" 
"essence,"  that  "lives  in  the  body  just  as  a  man 
lives  in  a  house?"  In  Gen.  2:  16,  we  read,  "And 
the  Lord  God  commanded  the  man,  saying,  Of 
every  tree  of  the  garden  thou  mayest  freely  eat." 
It  will  be  noticed  that  the  pronoun  thou  stands  for 
the  noun  man,  and  cannot  properly  be  made  to  rep- 
resent any  more  or  less.  But  "the  Lord  God  formed 
man  of  the  dust  of  the  ground"  and  says  to  him  after 
he  had  eaten  the  forbidden  fruit,  "In  the  sweat  of 
thy  face  shalt  thou  eat  bread,  till  thou  return  unto 
the  ground;  for  out  of  it  wast  thou  taken  :  for  dust 
thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  return."  Gen.  3  : 
19.  He  could  not  return  to  the  theological  hell,  for 
he  had  never  been  there.  But  when  we  let  the  Lord 
mean  as  he  says,  how  plain  is  the  verse  last  quoted  ; 
indeed,  we  do  not  see  how  it  could  be  made  more 
so.  But  if  the  Lord  intended  to  teach  us  that  when 
a  man  dies  he  is  still  alive,  he  has  a  very  blind  and 
strange  way  of  expressing  it.  If  men  should  talk 
so,  we  would  say  they  meant  to  deceive  us.  Where 
is  Adam  now?  If  he  has  not  died  and  returned  to 
the  ground,  but  is  alive,  then  the  Lord  has  broken 
his  word,  and  Satan  is  cleared  from  the  charge  of 
being  a  "liar,"  when  he  said,  in  Gen.  3  :  4,  "Ye 
shall  not  surely  die."  If  man  does  not  die,  he 
needs  no  resurrection, 
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Says  Wm.  Tyndale,*  in  answer  to  Thomas  More, 
the  Platonist,  "In  putting  departed  souls  in  heaven, 
hell,  and  purgatory,  you  destroy  the  arguments 
wherewith  Christ  and  Paul  prove  the  resurrection.  .  . 
If  the  souls  be  in  heaven,  tell  me  why  they  be  not 
in  as  good  case  as  the  angels  be?  And  then,  what 
cause  is  there  of  the  resurrection  ?" — Doctrine  of 
Immortality,"  by  J.  H.  Whitmore,  p.  45. 

Tyndale's  is  a  very  reasonable  question,  but  a 
hard  one  for  popular  theologians  to  answer. 

Let  us  look,  now,  at  a  few  more  examples  of 
the  use  of  nephesh.  Num.  35  :  11.  "Then  ye  shall 
appoint  you  cities  to  be  cities  of  refuge  for  you  ;  i 
that  the  slayer  may  flee  thither,  which  killeth  any 
person  (nephesh)  at  unawares."  From  this  pas- 
sage, we  learn  that  a  nephesh,  soul  or  person,  may 
be  killed.  Hence,  we  read  in  Josh.  10:  28,  "And 
that  day  Joshua  took  Makkedah,  and  smote  it  with 
the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  the  king  thereof  he 
utterly  destroyed,  them  and  all  the  souls  {nephesh) 
that  were  therein." 

Jer.  52:  29, — "In  the  eighteenth  year  of  Nebu- 
chadrezzar he  carried  away  captive  from  Jerusalem 
eight  hundred  thirty  and  two  persons"  {nephesh, 
margin,  souls.)  Peter  says,  "eight  souls  were  saved 
by  water,"  at  the  time  of  the  flood.  When  the  Rev- 
elator  was  giving  an  account  of  the  vials,  in  which 
"is  filled  up  the  wrath  of  God,"  he  says  in  Rev.  16  : 
3,  "And  the  second  angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon 
the  sea  ;  .  .  .  and  every  living  soul  died  in  the  sea." 

*  The  author  of  the  first  printed  edition  of  the  Bible  in 
English. 
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Without  quoting  further  examples,  we  think  it 
will  be  plain  to  all,  that  the  primary  use  of  nephesh 
(Hebrew)  and  psuche  (Greek)  indicates  the  whole 
man,  or  animal ;  is  equally  applicable  to  both,  and 
represents  the  entire  organism,  which  dies  when 
"the  breath  of  life"  is  taken  away  ;  then  the  man — 
the  soul  or  person — returns  to  "dust/'  to  await  the 
resurrection  at  the  last  day. 

In  speaking  of  Eccl.  9:  10,  where  it  is  said, 
"There  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor 
wisdom,  in  the  grave  whither  thou  goest ;"  Luther 
says  : — 

" Another  proof  that  the  dead  are  insensible.  Sol- 
omon thinks,  therefore,  that  the  dead  are  altogether 
asleep,  and  think  of  nothing.  They  lie,  not  reckon- 
ing days  or  years,  but  when  awakened,  will  seem  to 
themselves  to  have  slept  scarcely  a  moment."  Debt 
and  Grace,  p.  258. 

We  now  advance  to  examine  the  sixth  text,  which 
is  in  Gen.  2:  19. 

uAnd  out  of  the  ground  the  Lord  God  formed 
every  beast  of  the  field,  and  every  fowl  of  the  air ; 
and  brought  them  unto  Adam  to  see  what  he  would 
call  them  :  and  whatsoever  Adam  called  every  living 
creature  (nephesh  chayyah),  that  was  the  name 
thereof  ."x 

In  this  passage  we  have  nephesh  again  applied  to 
beasts,  and  used  in  its  primary  sense,  representing 
the  whole  being.  The  same  remark  applies  to  Lev. 
11  : 10,  46. 

uAnd  all  that  have  not  fins  and  scales  in  the  seas, 
and  in  the  rivers,  of  all  that  move  in  the  waters,  and 
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of  any  living  thing  (nephesh  chayyah)  which  is  in  the 
waters 

uThis  is  the  law  of  the  beasts ;  and  of  the  fowl, 
and  of  every  living  creature  (nephesh  chayyah,  living 
soul)  that  moveth  in  the  waters,  and  of  every 
creature  (nephesh)  that  creepeth  upon  the  earth. " 

We  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  made  any  plainer, 
that  it  is  equally  correct  to  call  beasts  souls,  and 
living  souls,  as  it  is  men,  and  that  the  primary 
meaning  of  nephesh — soul  —  includes  the  whole 
being. 

The  seventh  text  in  order  containing  nephesh,  is 
found  in  Gen.  9  :  4.  uBut  flesh  with  the  life  (ne- 
phesh) thereof,  which  is  the  blood  thereof,  shall  ye 
not  eat."  The  next  verse  contains  two  more  similar 
examples.  uAnd  surely  your  blood  of  your  lives 
(nephesh)  will  I  require  ;  at  the  hand  of  every  beast 
will  I  require  it,  and  at  the  hand  of  man  ;  at  the 
hand  of  every  man's  brother  will  I  require  the  life 
(nephesh)  of  man." 

We  are  now  introduced  to  a  new  and  frequent  use 
of  the  word  nephesh.  It  is  here  affirmed  that  the 
nephesh— soul — of  the  flesh,  is  the  blood:  but  is  ap- 
plied, as  before,  to  both  man  and  beast,  being  ren- 
dered life.  In  the  fourth  verse  it  relates  to  beasts, 
and  in  the  fifth  to  men,  but  meaning  the  same  thing. 
In  these  passages,  and  similar  ones,  we  have  an 
example  of  the  synecdoche,*  which  frequently 
occurs  in  the  Bible.    The  Scriptures  affirm  of  Christ, 

*  In  rhetoric,  a  figure  or  trope  by  which  the  whole  of  a 
thing  is  put  for  a  part,  or  a  part  for  the  whole. 
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that  "he  laid  down  his  life  (psuche)  for  us  :  and  we 
ought  to  lay  down  our  lives  (psuche)*  for  the  breth- 
ren." 1  John  3  : 16.  Psuche,  in  the  New,  corre- 
sponds with  nephesh  in  the  Old  Testament.  "The 
Son  of  man  came  ...  to  give  his  life  (psuche)  a 
ransom  for  many."  Matt.  20 : 28.  In  another 
place  we  read,  he  "gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all." 
1  Tim.  2:6.  Without  giving  more  examples,  it 
will  be  seen  that  life  is  frequently  put  for  the  whole 
man,  because  man  without  life  knows  nothing,  and 
can  be  of  no  service  to  any  one. 

But  what  is  life?  Is  it  an  organized  being  or 
entity?  Greenfield,  in  his  lexicon,  defines  life  to 
be  "existence,  state  of  being  alive."  Life,  then,  is 
not  a  being,  but  a  principle.  Hence,  when  nephesh 
(Hebrew)  and  psuche  (Greek)  stand  for  the  life  of 
man,  it  is  proper  to  say,  in  the  language  of  Bishop 
Tillotson,  "The  soul  of  man  is  an  active  principle." 
But  this  principle  is  common  to  all  living  creatures. 
"In  whose  hand  is  the  soul  (nephesh)  of  every  living 
thing,  and  the  breath  of  all  mankind."  Job  12  : 10. 
This  passage  shows  that  every  living  thing  has  soul 
— more  properly  rendered  life  in  this  example. 
Again,  "A  righteous  man  regardeth  the  life  (ne- 
phesh) of  his  beast."  Prov.  12  : 10.  We  take  the 
life  of  man  and  of  beast.  Do  we  take  an  immortal 
soul  from  them?  or  let  one  escape?  Certainly  not ; 
but  we  end  their  "animated  existence." 

*  When  we  introduce  Greek  or  Hebrew  nouns,  instead  of 
giving  their  varied  numbers,  persons,  and  cases,  as  they  occur 
in  different  passages,  we  give  the  simple  form  of  the  word, 
thinking  it  will  be  plainer  to  our  reader. 
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"For  whosoever  will  save  his  life  (psucJie)  shall 
shall  lose  it :  and  whosoever  will  lose  his  life 
(psuche)  for  my  sake  shall  find  it.  For  what  is  a 
man  profited,  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world  and 
lose  his  own  soul?  (psuche)  or  what  shall  a  man 
give  in  exchange  for  his  sour9  (psuche)  ?  Matt.  16  : 
25,  26. 

When  a  man's  life  is  gone,  all  the  world  is  worth- 
less to  him.  Verse  25  would  read  strangely,  to  say, 
whosoever  will  save  his  immortal  soul  shall  lose  it. 
Dr.  Clarke  says  of  this  Scripture, — uOn  what  au- 
thority many  have  translated  the  word  psuche,  in 
the  25th  verse,  life,  and  in  this  (26th)  verse,  soul, 
I  know  not ;  but  am  certain  it  means  life  in  both 
places." 

When  a  ship  perishes  on  the  ocean  with  its  pas- 
sengers, we  say,  so  many  lives  were  lost.  Do  we 
mean  so  many  immortal  souls  were  lost?  or  that 
these  men  and  women  have  lost  the  principle  of  life, 
and  they  themselves  are  sunk  in  the  depths  of  the 
sea  ?  If  we  shoot  a  man  and  a  lamb  through  the 
heart,  have  we  killed  both,  or  only  the  lamb,  and 
sent  the  man  to  heaven,  or  hell  torment?  "What 
saith  the  Scripture?"  "As  the  one  dieth,  so  dieth 
the  other."    Eccl.  3:  19. 

The  Septuagint  of  Eccl.  3  :  19-21,  reads  :— 

"As  is  the  death  of  the  one  so  also  the  death-  of 
the  other,  and  there  is  one  breath  to  alt;  and  what 
has  the  man  more  than  the  beast?  nothing  ;  for  all 
is  vanity.  All  go  to  one  place  ;  all  were  formed  of 
the  dust,  and  all  will  return  to  dust.  And  who  has 
seen  the  spirit  (not  spirits)  of  the  sons  of  man, 
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whether  it  (not  they)  goes  upward,  and  the  spirit 
of  the  beast  whether  it  goeth  downwards  to  the 
earth?" 

Solomon  is  moved  to  speak  against  the  false 
philosophy  of  his  day,  which  was,  that  when  a  bad 
man  died,  his  spirit  went  down  among  the  beasts  for 
punishment,  and  at  the  end  of  three  thousand  years 
was  permitted  to  enter  the  body  of  a  man  again ; 
but  good  spirits  ascended  higher  at  death.  Solomon 
meets  these  philosophers  by  saying,  that  men  and 
beasts  die  alike,  and  all  go  to  one  place — "all  were 
formed  of  the  dust,  and  all  will  return  to  dust ;" 
not,  some  will  go  into  beasts,  and  others  become 
gods* 

Herodotus,  the  oldest  historian  whose  writings 
are  preserved,  says  : — 

"The  Egyptians  say  that  Ceres  [the  goddess  of 
corn]  and  Bacchus  [the  god  of  wine]  hold  the  chief 
sway  in  the  infernal  regions  ;  and  the  Egyptians 
also  were  the  first who  asserted  the  doctrine  that 
the  soul  of  man  is  immortal" — Herod,  p.  144. 

We  have  now  found  the  origin  of  the  doctrine. 
Are  we  prepared  to  adopt  their  doctrine  about  the 
infernal  regions,  of  Ceres  and  Bacchus?  We  may 
do  so  with  as  much  propriety  as  we  may  receive 
from  them  the  doctrine  of  the  immortality  of  the 
soul.  It  is  very  singular  that  the  Egyptian  heathen 
found  that  the  soul  was  immortal  before  it  was  re- 
vealed to  the  Hebrews — God's  peculiar  people ; 
who,  by  the  way,  never  did  learn  any  such  doctrine 
from  their  Scriptures,  but  when  they  did  receive  it, 
they  adopted  their  belief  from  the  heathen. 
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Gibbon  very  truly  remarks,  "The  doctrine  of  the 
immortality  of  the  soul  is  omitted  in  the  law  of 
Moses."— Gibbon,  Vol.  I,  pp.  530,  531.  Twenty- 
five  hundred  years  had  passed  when  Moses  wrote, 
but  God  had  nowhere  taught  his  children  that  the 
soul,  or  any  part  of  man,  was  immortal.  Satan 
had  taught  such  a  doctrine  to  our  first  parents.  Job, 
a  contemporary  with  Moses,  shows  most  clearly  in 
his  writings  that  he  believed  the  whole  man  dies 
and  remains  dead  till  the  resurrection.  See  Job 
14: 10-14. 

"But  man  dieth;  and  wasteth  away  :  yea,  man 
giveth  up  the  ghost,  and  where  is  he?  As  the 
waters  fail  from  the  sea,  and  the  flood  clecayeth  and 
drieth  up  :  so  man  lieth  down,  and  riseth  not:  till 
the  heavens  be  no  more,  they  shall  not  awake,  nor 
be  raised  out  of  their  sleep.  O  that  thou  wouldest 
hide  me  in  the  grave  (sheol),  that  thou  wouldest 
keep  me  secret,  until  thy  wrath  be  past,  that  thou 
wouldest  appoint  me  a  set  time,  and  remember  me  ! 
If  a  man  die,  shall  he  live  again?  All  the  days  of 
my  appointed  time  will  I  wait,  till  my  change 
come.,, 

In  the  Bishop's  Bible,  the  tenth  verse  reads : 
"But  as  for  man  when  he  is  dead,  perished  and 
consumed  away,  what  becometh  of  him?" 

Why  is  the  Bible  silent  on  the  doctrine  of  the 
immortality  of  the  soul,  if  it  is  truth?  It  seems 
clear  that  it  is  a  heathen  dogma ;  and  shall  we  be- 
lieve heathen  philosophers,  or  God  and  the  Sacred 
Scriptures  ? 

When  contrasting  a  tree  cut  down,  with  a  map 
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who  has  died)  the  Septuagint  of  Job  14:10-12 
reads : — 

"But  a  man  that  has  died  is  utterly  gone;  and 
when  a  mortal  is  fallen,  he  is  no  more.  For  the  sea 
wastes  in  length  of  time,  and  a  river  fails  and  is 
dried  up.  And  a  man  that  has  lain  down  in  death 
shall  certainly  not  rise  again  till  the  heaven  be  dis- 
solved, and  they  shall  not  awake  from  their  sleep. " 

When  men  see  that  they  are  not  immortal,  they 
begin  to  inquire,  how  can  I  obtain  immortality? 
"What  saith  the  Scriptures  ?"  "By  patient  contin- 
uance in  well  doing,  seek  for  glory  and  honor  and 
immortality Rom.  2  :  7. 

We  pass  on  in  our  examination,  and  come  to  the 
10th,  11th,  12th  and  13th  examples,  where  nephesh 
is  used,  which  are  found  in  Gen.  9  :  10,  12,  15  and 
16,  and  applied  to  beasts.  Verse  10, — "And  with 
every  living  creature  (nephesh  chayyah)  that  is  with 
you,  of  the  fowl,  of  the  cattle,  and  of  every  beast 
of  the  earth  with  you  ;  from  all  that  go  out  of  the 
ark,  to  every  beast  of  the  earth. "  In  this  passage, 
every  animal  is  called  just  what  man  is  called  in 
Gen.  2:7, — "a  living  soul"  (nephesh  chayyah). 
Verse  12,— "And  God  said,  This  is  the  token  of  the 
covenant  which  I  make  between  me  and  you,  and 
every  living  creature  (nephesh  chayyah)  that  is  with 
you."  Verse  15, — "And  I  will  remember  my  cov- 
enant, which  is  between  me  and  you,  and  every 
living  creature  (nephesh  chayyah)  of  all  flesh." 
Verse  16, — "And  the  bow  shall  be  in  the  cloud; 
and  I  will  look  upon  it,  that  I  may  remember  the 
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everlasting  covenant  between  God  and  every  living 
creature  (nephesh  chayyah)  of  all  flesh  that  is  upon 
the  earth."  These  passages  are  too  plain  to  need 
comment.  Soul,  or  nephesh,  is  used  in  these  ex- 
amples in  its  primary  sense,  meaning  the  whole 
creature.  Take  another  example  in  Ezek.  47  :  9, — 
"And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  every  thing  {ne- 
phesh) that  liveth,  which  moveth,  whithersoever  the 
rivers  shall  come,  shalllive."  The  word  thing,  rep- 
resenting the  fish  in  the  rivers,  cannot  mean  "im- 
mortal, never  dying  souls,"  but  simply  that  every 
creature  is  a  soul. 

We  pass  to  the  fourteenth  example,  where  the 
word  nephesh  occurs,  which  is  in  Gen.  12:5.  "And 
Abram  took  Sarai  his  wife,  and  Lot  his  brother's 
son,  and  all  their  substance  that  they  had  gathered, 
and  the  souls  that  they  had  gotten  in  Haran :  and 
they  went  forth  to  go  into  the  land  of  Canaan." 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  "souls"  in  this  Scripture 
refer  to  the  whole  being,  and  it  is  also  evident  that 
they  had  no  existence  before  they  were  "gotten  in 
Haran." 

We  have  now  come  down  the  stream  of  time  over 
two  thousand  years,  but  have  not  found  the  least 
evidence  that  man  is  an  "immortal  soul,"  or  that  he 
has  one  in  him.  Why  all  this  silence?  Why  no 
intimation  that  death  applies  only  to  the  body,  or 
"house"  in  which  man  lives?  We  have  passed  over 
many  records  of  death,  but  find  no  hint  that  any 
part  of  the  man  is  alive  between  death  and  the  res- 
urrection. 
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Let  us  return  and  look  at  the  Bible  necrology. 
The  first  is  a  murder,  recorded  in  Gen.  4  :  8-10. 
"And  Cain  talked  with  Abel  his  brother:  and  it 
came  to  pass,  when  they  were  in  the  field,  that  Cain 
rose  up  against  Abel  his  brother,  and  slew  him." 
Did  he  send  the  good  man  to  heaven  by  this  means  ? 
Read  on, — uAnd  the  Lord  said  unto  Cain,  Where 
is  Abel  thy  brother?  And  he  said,  I  know  not :  am 
I  my  brother's  keeper?  And  he  said,  What  hast 
thou  done  ?  the  voice  (not  of  Abel)  of  thy  brother's 
blood  crieth  unto  me  from  the  ground."  Observe, 
the  Lord  does  not  say,  Abel's  soul  has  come  to  me 
declaring  that  you  have  killed  him!  Where  is 
Abel?  Let  Paul  answer.  Heb.  11  :  4,— "By  faith 
Abel  offered  unto  God  a  more  excellent  sacrifice 
than  Cain,  by  which  he  obtained  witness  that  he 
was  righteous,  God  testifying  of  his  gifts  :  and  by 
it  he,  being  dead,  yet  speaketh,"  or  as  in  the  margin, 
"is  yet  spoken  of."  We  see  that  Paul  declares 
Abel  is  yet  dead. 

The  next  death  is  recorded  in  Gen.  5  :  5, — "And 
all  the  days  that  Adam  lived  were  nine  hundred  and 
thirty  years  :  and  he  died."  This  proves  Satan  a 
liar,  for  he  said  Adam  should  not  die.  How  is  it 
possible  to  get  the  idea  from  the  Bible  that  Adam 
is  now  alive,  unless  we  believe  Satan? 

The  next  record  is  in  Gen.  5  : 8, — "And  all  the  days 
of  Seth  were  nine  hundred  and  twelve  years,  and  he 
died."  Verse  11, — "And  all  the  days  of  Enos  were 
nine  hundred  and  five  years  :  and  he  died."  Were 
these  men  alive  when  they  were  dead?    If  so,  how 
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do  we  know  but  they  were  dead  when  alive  ?  Simi- 
lar records  to  the  foregoing  continue  till  we  come  to 
Enoch,  verse  24, — "And  Enoch  walked  with  God; 
and  he  was  not,  for  God  took  him."  Says  Paul,  in 
Heb.  11:5, — "By  faith  Enoch  was  translated  that 
he  should  not  see  death."  He  went  bodily,  or  in 
other  words,  Enoch  was  taken :  and  as  he  went,  all 
others  will  go — that  is,  bodily.  We  find  no  promise 
of  seeing  God  out  of  the  body.  Job  says, — 4  'Though 
after  my  skin,  worms  destroy  this  body,  yet  in  my 
flesh  shall  I  see  God."  Job  19  :  26.  This  Scripture 
cannot  be  fulfilled  without  a  resurrection  of  the 
dead.  Job  does  not  intimate  that  he  shall  see  God 
out  of  his  flesh,  but  says,  "Man  lieth  down,  and 
riseth  not :  till  the  heavens  be  no  more,  they  shall 
not  awake,  nor  be  raised  out  of  their  sleep  "  Job 
14:12.  But,  says  David,  "I  shall  be  satisfied, 
when  I  awake,  with  thy  likeness."  Ps.  17:15. 
Says  Paul,  when  speaking  of  the  work  of  Christ, 
"Who  shall  change  our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be 
fashioned  like  unto  his  glorious  body."  Phil.  3  :  21. 
Why  do  not  some  of  the  Bible  writers  tell  us  that 
when  a  man  dies  he  goes  to  heaven  ?  We  can  find 
no  proof  that  man  exists  in  a  conscious  state  out  of 
his  body.    The  idea  is  absurd. 

My  Soul. — The  15th  text  where  the  word  nephesh 
occurs,  is  in  Gen.  12  :  13, — "Say,  T  pray  thee,  thou 
art  my  sister :  that  it  may  be  well  with  me  for  thy 
sake  ;  and  my  soul  shall  live  because  of  thee."  The 
plain  inference  from  this  passage  is,  that  he  feared 
his  soul  would  not  live  unless  the  advice  given  be 
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followed.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  phrase  "my 
soul,"  which  frequently  occurs  in  the  Bible?  Some 
seem  to  have  the  idea  it  represents  an  immortal  part, 
which  exists  independently  of  the  body,  and  at 
death  goes  to  heaven  or  a  hell  of  suffering.  We 
think  the  truth  on  this  subject  will  be  plain  after  a 
little  examination.  It  is  proper  to  substitute  life 
for  soul  in  any  passage  in  the  Bible  where  it  will 
make  sense.  We  often  hear  the  expression,  "we 
should  live  a  life  of  virtue/'  so,  in  the  passage  under 
consideration,  it  would  be  correct  to  say,  "and  my 
life  shall  live  ;"  or  in  other  words,  I  shall  live,  my- 
self shall  live. 

We  now  assume  that  "my  soul,"  "me"  and  "my- 
self," are  synonymous  expressions.  "Let  me  [mar- 
gin, my  soul~\  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  let  my 
last  end  be  like  his."  Num.  23  :  10.  Here  we  see 
that  "me"  from  nephesh,  means  the  same  as  "my 
soul."  Either  form  is  correct.  Had  our  translators 
rendered  nephesh,  soul,  in  this  passage,  it  would 
have  overthrown  the  idea  that  the  soul  is  immortal. 
Again,  "So  they  girded  sackcloth  on  their  loins, 
and  put  ropes  on  their  heads,  and  came  to  the  king 
of  Israel,  and  said,  thy  servant  Ben-haded  saith,  I 
pray  thee,  let  me  (nephesh)  live."  1  Kings  20  :  32. 
"For,  lo,  they  lie  in  wait  for  my  soul;  the  mighty 
are  gathered  against  me."  Ps.  59  :  3.  "I  humbled 
my  soul  with  fasting."  Ps.  35  :  13.  Does  an  im- 
mortal soul,  that  can  exist  independently  of  an 
organism,  become  humbled  by  fasting?  The  plain 
meaning  of  the  passage  is,  that  David  humbled  him' 
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self  by  fasting.  When  he  says,  "they  lie  in  wait 
for  my  soul,"  the  obvious  meaning  is,  "they  lie  in 
wait  for"  me,  or  my  life,  not  for  an  immortal  soul 
hid  away  in  some  obscure  recess  of  David's  body. 
"Surely  I  have  behaved  and  quieted  myself  (margin, 
my  soul),  as  a  child  that  is  weaned  of  his  mother." 
Ps.  131:2.  Here  we  have  nephesh  rendered  myself 
which  gives  the  correct  idea.  "Let  me  (margin,  my 
soul)  die  with  the  Philistines.,,  Judges  16  :  30.  In 
this  passage,  nephesh  is  rendered  "me."  The  mar- 
ginal reading  shows  that  the  soul  may  die,  and  there 
is  no  way  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  what  is  repre- 
sented by  the  word  nephesh  may  die,  whether  it  be 
a  part  of  the  man,  or  the  whole  being. 

When  David  used  the  phrase,  "my  soul"  it  is 
evident  he  did  not  mean  another  man  in  himself. 
From  passages  quoted,  we  think  it  is  clear  that  "my 
soul,"  "me"  and  myself,"  when  translated  from 
nephesh,,  mean  the  same  thing — the  whole  man — as 
when  first  employed  to  represent  him  in  Gen.  2  :  7. 

"Shall  evil  be  recompensed  for  good?  for  they 
have  digged  a  pit  for  my  soul"  Jer.  18  :  20.  Let 
us  turn  to  the  place  where  we  have  a  record  of  the 
consummation  of  the  event  referred  to  in  this  pas- 
sage. "Then  took  they  Jeremiah,  and  cast  him 
into  the  dungeon  of  Malchiah."  Jer.  38:6.  The 
last  passage  quoted  shows  that  the  "my  soul"  which 
was  to  be  cast  into  the  pit  was  the  man  Jeremiah. 

We  think  this  point  is  plain  ;  and  if  the  phrase, 
"my  soul,"  is  equivalent  to  "me"  and  "myself," 
we  would  naturally  conclude  that  "his  soul"  means 
the  same  as  himself  or  he, 
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His   Soul  — What  saith  the  Scripture?  "He 
(nephesh)    that  laboreth,   laboreth  for  himself." 
Prov.  16  :  26.    In  the  margin  we  have  soul  instead 
of  he.    "He  sent  a  man  before  them,  even  Joseph, 
who  was  sold  for  a  servant ;  whose  feet  they  hurt 
with  fetters:  he  (nephesh,  margin,  his  soul,)  was 
laid  in  iron."    Ps.  105:17,  18.    No  one  supposes 
that  Joseph  had  an  immortal  soul  which  "was  laid 
in  iron."    But  nephesh — the  man  Joseph — "was  laid 
in  iron."    "And  Reuben  heard  it,  and  he  delivered 
him  out  of  their  hands  ;  and  said,  Let  us  not  kill 
/wm"  (nephesh).    Gen.  37:21.    In  this  Scripture 
nephesh  is  rendered  him,  and  it  is  plainly  shown 
that  the  nephesh  or  man  may  be  hilled.    Again  we 
read,  "lest  the  avenger  of  blood  pursue  the  slayer, 
while  his  heart  is  hot,  and  overtake  him,  because  the 
way  is  long,  and  slay  him"  (nephesh).    Deut.  19  :6. 
"None  can  keep  alive  his  own  soul."    Ps.  22:29. 
Should  we  conclude  from  this  passage  that  the  soul 
is  immortal  and  can  never  die?    "And  he  [Elijah] 
requested  for  himself  (nephesh)  that  he  might  die." 
1  Kings  19:4.    This  text  shows  that  nephesh  stands 
for  the  whole  man,  and  that  himself  is  equivalent  to 
"his  soul."  "Neither  shall  the  mighty  deliver  himself 
(nephesh ,  margin,  his  soul) .  Amos  2  :  14.  "He  tear- 
eth  hiw.self  (nephesh, 'margin,  his  soul)  in  his  anger." 
Job  18  :  4.    Does  he  tear  his  immortal  soul?  "He 
justifieth  himself  (nephesh,  margin,  his  soul)  rather 
than  God."    Job  32  :  2.    We  do  not  see  how  further 
quotations  can  make  it  plainer  that  "his  soul"  is 
synonymous  with  "himself,"  "he"  and  "him,"  each 
meaning  the  whole  man. 
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Our  Soul. — The  same  remarks  are  true  of  "our 
soul."  "Let  them  not  say  in  their  hearts,  ah,  so 
would  we  (nephesh,  margin  our  soul)  have  it."  Fs. 
35  :  25. 

Your  Soul. — Again,  "your  souls"  mean  the  same 
as  yourselves.  "Ye  shall  not  make  yourselves  (ne- 
phesh, margin,  your  souls)  abominable  with  any 
creeping  thing."  Lev.  11:43.  "Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  deceive  not  yourselves,"  (nephesh,  margin, 
your  souls).  Jer.  37:9.  Many  similar  examples 
might  be  brought  if  necessary. 

Their  Soul. — We  will  now  look  at  a  few  pas- 
sages where  the  phrase  "their  soul"  is  equivalent  to 
"themselves."  "As  they  had  decreed  for  them- 
selves" (nephesh,  margin,  their  souls).  Esther  9: 
31.  "Themselves  (nephesh.  margin,  their  soul)  are 
gone  into  captivity."  Isa.  46  :  2.  "They  shall  not 
deliver  themselves  (nephesh,  margin,  their  souls) 
from  the  power  of  the  flame.  Isa.  47  :  14.  "They 
(nephesh,  their  soul)  die  in  youth."  Job  36  :  14. 
Here  it  is  plainly  taught  that  souls  die. 

The  same  remarks  are  true  of  "her  soul"  and 
"thy  soul."  Her  soul  and  herself  are  used  inter- 
changeably, and  thy  soul  and  thyself. 

In  the  examples  we  have  been  considering,  we 
have  the  primary  use  of  nephesh,  which  represents 
the  ivhole  being.  Whenever  we  say,  "O  my  soul, 
praise  the  Lord,"  it  is  equivalent  to  saying,  O  me, 
or  myself,  praise  the  Lord  ;  but  the  latter  is  not  so 
elegant.  When  we  say,  "Our  souls  are  sad,"  it  is 
the  same  as  to  say,  we  are  sad. 
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The  16th  text  where  nephesh  occurs  is  in  Gen. 
14  :  21.  "And  the  king  of  Sodom  said  unto  Abram, 
give  me  the  persons  {nejrfiesh,  margin,  souls),  and 
take  the  goods  to  thyself.,,  Here  we  have  another 
example  of  the  primary  meaning  of  nephesh.  It  is 
rendered  person  thirty  times  in  the  Old  Testament. 
This  is  a  plain,  simple  rendering  of  the  word,  and 
many  passages  would  be  understood  if  person  were 
substituted  for  soul. 

17th  example.  "That  soul  shall  be  cut  off  from 
his  people. "  Gen.  17:14.  Here  is  the  primary 
use  of  nephesh. 

18th  text.  "And  it  came  to  pass  when  they  had 
brought  them  forth  abroad,  that  he  said,  escape  for 
thy  life,  {nephesh)  look  not  behind  Jthee,  neither 
stay  thou  in  all  the  plain  ;  escape  to  the  mountain, 
lest  thou  be  consumed."  Gen.  19  :  17.  This  is  the 
angel's  instruction  to  Lot  when  he  left  Sodom.  In 
this  example  nephesh  is  used  in  its  secondary  sense  ;* 
but  we  have  before  found,  it  is  used  in  the  same 
sense  when  applied  to  the  brute  creation,  and  never 
reproents,  when  thus  used,  a  separate,  conscious 
identity. 

The  19th  example  is  in  the  19th  verse  of  this 
same  chapter.  "Behold  now,  thy  servant  hath 
found  grace  in  thy  sight,  and  thou  hast  magnified 
thy  mercy,  which  thou  hast  showed  unto  me  in 
saving  my  life  {nephesh)  ;  and  I  cannot  escape  to 
the  mountain,  lest  some  evil  take  me,  and  I  die." 
We  apprehend  Lot  knew  nothing  about  the  popular 
idea  of  these  days,  that  when  a  good  man  dies,  he 
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goes  to  live  in  glory,  before  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead  ;  if  so,  why  so  anxious  to  stay  out  of  heaven, 
and  live  in  this  wicked  world  ? 

20th  text.  "Behold  now,  this  city  is  near  to  flee 
unto,  and  it  is  a  little  one :  oh,  let  me  escape 
thither,  (is  it  not  a  little  one  ?)  and  my  soul  shall 
liver  Gen.  19:20.  What  is  the  inference?  If 
he  does  not  escape  thus,  his  soul,  or  himself  may 
die.  Does  he  mean  that  he  may  keep  his  immortal 
soul  alive  by  fleeing  into  Zoar?  The  very  idea  is 
N  absurd.  "My  soul"  in  this  last  example,  is  equiv- 
alent to  "myself/'  meaning  the  whole  man. 

The  21st  text  in  order,  is  in  Gen.  23  :  8.  "And 
he  [Abraham]  communed  with  them,  saying,  if  it 
be  your  mind  {nephesh)  that  I  should  bury  my  dead 
out  of  my  sight,  hear  me."  In  this  example,  we 
have  found  a  new  rendering  of  nephesh.  It  is  thus 
rendered  fifteen  times  out  of  the  seven  hundred  and 
fifty-two.    See  list,  page  86. 

When  nephesh  is  rendered  mind,  it  seems  to  be 
used  to  represent  desire,  or  a  state  of  feeling,  but 
not  a  hint  that  this  nephesh,  mind,  feeling  or  desire 
is  immortal  and  survives  the  death  of  the  man.  Let 
the  Bible  explain  itself,  and  we  think  all  will  be 
plain  on  this  point.  In  Deut.  23 : 24,  we  read, 
"When  thou  comest  into  thy  neighbor's  vineyard, 
then  thou  mayest  eat  grapes  thy  fill  at  thine  own 
pleasure  (  nephesh)  ;  but  thou  shalt  not  put  any  in 
thy  vessel."  Nephesh  might  be  rendered  mind  in 
this  last  example,  as  well  as  in  Gen.  23:8.  It  is 
rendered  desire  in  the  Septuagint.    Take  another 
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similar  example.  4 'To  bind  his  princes  at  his 
pleasure,  (nephesh)  and  teach  his  senators  wisdom." 
Ps.  105  :  22.  Again,  ''But  ye  turned,  and  polluted 
my  name,  and  caused  every  man  his  servant,  and 
every  man  his  handmaid,  whom  he  had  set  at  lib- 
erty at  their  pleasure  (nephesh)  to  return,  and 
brought  them  into  subjection,  to  be  unto  you  for 
servants  and  for  handmaids."  Jer.  34 :  16.  In 
these  examples,  we  have  the  true  sense  of  nephesh 
in  its  fourth  and  last  sense  ;  to  wit,  a  desire,  or  state 
of  feeling.  "Better  is  the  sight  of  the  eyes  than 
the  wandering  of  the  desire"  (nephesh),  Eccl.  6  :  9. 
"And  the  great  man,  he  uttereth  his  mischievous 
desire"  (nephesh).  Micah  7  :3.  "But  to  the  land 
whereunto  they  desire  (nephesh)  to  return,  thither 
shall  they  not  return."  Jer.  22:27.  In  all  these 
examples  it  would  be  proper  to  insert  mind,  as  in 
the  cases  where  nephesh  is  thus  rendered  ;  but  all 
can  see  that  the  word  desire  gives  the  true  idea.  A 
desire  is  not  a  being  that  exists  independent  of  an 
organism,  going  to  its  reward  or  punishment  when 
the  one  who  had  the  desire  is  dead. 

Nephesh  is  also  rendered  heart  fifteen  times.  See 
list,  page  37.  The  remarks  we  have  made  in  rela- 
tion to  mind,  when  from  nephesh,  are  applicable  to 
heart  when  from  the  same  word.  In  all  these  ex- 
amples we  find  no  hint  that  any  conscious  part  sur- 
vives the  death  of  the  man. 

Nephesh  is  also  rendered  lusti  another  word  ex- 
pressing desire.  See  Ts  78:18.  "And  they 
tempted  God  in  their  heart,  by  asking  meat  for  their 
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lust*9  (nephesh).  Had  the  translators  rendered 
nephesh  soul,  in  this  passage,  then  we  should  under- 
stand that  the  soul  required  meat  to  eat.  In  that 
case  it  must  be  something  more  than  a  "principle.99 
Again,  in  Ex.  15  :  9,  we  read,  "The  enemy  said,  I 
will  pursue,  I  will  overtake,  I  will  divide  the  spoil ; 
my  lust  (nephesh)  shall  be  satisfied  upon  them  ;  I 
will  draw  my  sword,  my  hand  shall  destroy  them." 
Here  we  have  further  examples  of  nephesh  when 
used  to  represent  desire.  "Yea,  they  are  greedy 
(nephesh,  strong  of  appetite)  dogs  which  can  never 
have  enough,  and  they  are  shepherds  that  cannot 
understand. "  Isa.  56:11.  Here,  nephesh  is  ren- 
dered by  another  word  expressing  desire.  "Then 
thou  shalt  let  her  go  whither  she  will99  (nephesh)  ; 
that  is,  where  she  desires.  Deut.  21 : 14.  "Deliver 
me  not  over  unto  the  ivill  (nephesh)  of  mine  ene- 
mies ;"  or,  do  not  yield  to  their  desire.  Ps.  27  : 12. 
Nephesh  is  also  rendered  the  will  in  Ezek.  1G  :  27, — 
"I  have  stretched  out  my  hand  over  thee,  and  have 
diminished  thine  ordinary  food,  and  delivered  thee 
unto  the  will  of  them  that  hate  thee/'  In  the  fol- 
lowing passage  nephesh  is  used  to  express  an  un- 
grateful desire.  "And  every  one  that  was  in  debt, 
and  every  one  that  was  discontented  (nephesh)  gath- 
ered themselves  unto  him."  1  Sam.  22  :  2.  Ne- 
phesh is  also  used  to  express  desire  or  appetite. 
"Put  a  knife  to  thy  throat,  if  thou  be  a  man  given 
to  appetite99  (nephesh).    Prov.  23  :  2. 

Without  pursuing  this  point  farther,  we  think  it 
is  clear  that  when  nephesh  is  rendered  mind}  desire} 
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etc.,  it  conveys  no  idea  that  something  is  meant 
which  is  conscious  when  the  physical  organism  is 
destroyed. 

We  have  now  examined  the  first  twenty-one 
texts  in  the  Bible  where  nephesJi,  the  word  rendered 
soul,  occurs,  but  have  found  no  proof,  or  even  a 
hint,  from  which  we  could  draw  the  most  distant  in- 
ference that  man  has  an  immortal  soul.  We  have 
come  down  the  stream  of  time,  in  the  history  of 
man,  over  two  thousand  years,  and  we  stop  to  in- 
quire, why  this  total  silence  on  the  subject,  if 
popular  theology  is  true?  We  have  carefully  exam- 
ined the  creation  of  man,  and  many  records  of 
death,  but  find  no  idea  advanced  that  man  is  alive 
between  death  and  the  resurrection.  We  think  the 
case  is  perfectly  clear  that  man,  the  whole  man  is 
mortal  ;  this  being  true,  Satan  is  proved  a  liar, 
because  he  declared  man  to  be  immortal. 

There  are  two  passages  which  some  bring  as  ob- 
jections to  our  conclusion,  which  we  will  examine. 
The  first  is  in  Gen.  35  :  18,  19,  where  we  have  the 
record  of  the  death  of  Rachel,  the  wife  of  Jacob,  at 
the  birth  of  Benjamin.  "And  it  came  to  pass,  as 
her  soul  was  in  departing  (for  she  died),  that  she 
called  his  name  Ben-oni :  but  his  father  called  him 
Benjamin.  And  Rachel  died,  and  was  buried  in 
the  way  to  Ephrath,  which  is  in  Bethlehem. "  Had 
nephesh  been  rendered  life  in  this  passage,  as  in  one 
hundred  and  twenty  other  places,  and  might  be  in 
many  more,  the  text  would  be  perfectly  plain,  and 
in  harmony  with  all  the  facts  stated  in  connection 
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with  the  death  of  Rachel.  All  the  reasoning  of 
skillful  logicians  cannot  alter  the  Scripture  declara- 
tion— "Rachel  died  and  was  buried;"  and,  "as  her 
nephesh  (life)  was  in  departing,"  or  in  other  words, 
while  she  was  dying,  she  named  her  infant  child. 
The  Septuagint  reads, — "And  it  came  to  pass  in 
her  giving  up  the  ghost,  (for  she  was  dying)  that 
she  called  his  name,  The  son  of  my  pain,  but  his 
father  called  his  name  Benjamin."  "Giving  up  the 
ghost"  is  the  old  Bible  way  of  saying  she  is  dying  ; 
and  "gave  up  the  ghost"  is  more  properly  rendered 
"expired,"  and  is  thus  rendered  in  the  new  transla- 
tion by  the  American  Bible  Union.  We  see  no 
proof  of  an  immortal  soul  in  this  passage. 

The  other  passage  sometimes  referred  to  as  an 
objection  to  our  position,  is  in  1  Kings  17:  21,  22, 
23.  "And  he  [Elijah]  outstretched  himself  upon 
the  child  three  times,  and  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and 
said,  O  Lord  my  God,  I  pray  thee,  let  this  child's 
sold  come  into  him  again.  And  the  Lord  heard  the 
voice  of  Elijah  ;  and  the  soul  of  the  child  came  into 
him  again,  and  he  revived.  And  Elijah  took  the 
child,  and  brought  him  down  out  of  the  chamber 
into  the  house,  and  delivered  him  unto  his  mother : 
and  Elijah  said,  See,  thy  son  liveth."  Had  nephesh 
been  rendered  life  in  this  Scripture,  all  would  be 
plain.  If  we  turn  back  to  the  17th  verse  of  this 
chapter,  we  read  in  relation  to  the  child,  "And  it 
came  to  pass,  after  these  things,  that  the  son  of  the 
woman,  the  mistress  of  the  house,  fell  sick  ;  and  his 
sickness  was  so  sore,  that  there  was  no  breath 


THE  SOUL  :  WHAT  IS  IT?  31 

(neshahmah)  left  in  him."  Is  this  breath  the  child? 
No  one  would  be  so  absurd  as  to  claim  it.  The  child 
lies  dead  before  the  prophet.  What  does  the  mother 
desire?  That  the  life  of  the  child  may  be  restored. 
Elijah  prays  for  its  restoration,  "and  the  Lord 
heard  the  voice  of  Elijah,  and  the  life  of  the  child 
is  restored.  No  intimation  that  the  child  has  been 
to  heaven  or  hell,  and  was  called  out,  but  the  child 
was  all  this  time  in  the  house  of  the  widow.  When 
the  breath  of  life  came  again,  "Elijah  took  the  child 
and  brought  him  down  out  of  the  chamber  .  .  .  and 
.  .  .  said,  See,  thy  son  liveth." 

The  Septuagint  reads,  verse  17  : — 

"And  it  happened  that  the  son  of  the  woman,  the 
mistress  of  the  house  fell  sick  ;  and  the  disorder 
increased  till  there  was  no  breath  left  in  him." 
Verses  21,  22.  "And  when  he  had  breathed  on  the 
child  three  times,  and  called  on  the  Lord,  lie  said, 
O  Lord,  my  God,  I  beseech  thee  let  this  child's  life 
be  restored  to  him.  And  so  it  came  to  pass,  and 
the  child  cried." 

We  think  this  point  so  plain  that  further  com- 
ment is  unnecessary.  We  know  of  no  other  pas- 
sages in  the  Old  Testament  that  can  be  brought  in 
proof  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul. 

Nephesh  (the  word  rendered  soul,  is  translated  in 
forty-four  different  ways  in  the  common  English 
Bible.    We  now  purpose  to  give  all  these  variations. 

1.  Nephesh  is  rendered  man  four  times.  "And 
in  the  first  day  there  shall  be  an  holy  convocation, 
and  in  the  seventh  day  there  shall  be  an  holy  convo- 
cation to  you  ;  no  manner  of  work  shall  be  done  in 
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them,  save  that  which  every  man  must  eat,  that 
only  may  be  done  of  you."  Ex.  12:16.  "And 
he  that  killeth  any  man  shall  surely  be  put  to  death." 
Lev.  24:17.  "And  Jehoash  said  ...  all  the 
money  .  .  .  that  every  man  is  set  at."  2  Kings  12  : 
4.  "Thus  saith  the  Lord  ...  to  him  whom  man 
despiseth."    Isa.  49  :  7. 

2.  Nephesh  is  rendered  men  once.  "And  they 
took  away  their  cattle  ;  .  .  .  and  of  men  an  hundred 
thousand."    1  Chron.  5  :  21. 

3.  Nephesh  is  rendered  him  four  times.  "And 
Reuben  .  .  .  said,  let  us  not  kill  him."  Gen.  37 : 
21.  "Lest  the  avenger  of  blood  .  .  .  slay  him" 
Deut.  19:6.  "When  a  man  riseth  against  his  neigh- 
bor, and  slayeth  him."  Deut.  22:26.  "These 
six  things  doth  the  Lord  hate  ;  yea,  seven  are  an 
abomination  unto  him."    Prov.  6  :  16. 

4.  Nephesh  is  rendered  himself  eight  times. 
"And  he  requested  for  himself  that  he  might  die." 
1  Kings  19  :  4.  "He  teareth  himself  in  his  anger." 
Job  18  :  4.  "Then  was  kindled  the  wrath  of  Elihu, 
.  .  .  against  Job  .  .  .  because  he  justified  himself." 
Job  32  :  2.  "The  Lord  of  hosts  hath  sworn  by  him- 
self" Jer.  51:14.  "Neither  shall  the  mighty  de- 
liver himself."  Amos  2:14.  "Neither  shall  he 
that  rideth  the  horse  deliver  himself"  Verse  15. 
"The  Lord  hath  sworn  by  himself"  Amos  6:8. 
"Jonah  .  .  .  wished  in  himself  to  die."    Jonah  4  :  8. 

5.  Nephesh  is  rendered  he  twice.  "Whose  feet 
they  hurt  with  fetters  :  he  was  laid  in  iron."  Ps. 
105  : 18.  ''He  that  laboreth,  laboreth  for  himself." 
Prov.  16  :  26. 

6.  Nephesh  is  rendered  me  three  times.  "Let  me 
die  the  death  of  the  righteous."  Num.  23:  10. 
"And  Samson  said,  let  me  die  with  the  Philis- 
tines." Judges  16:30.  "Thy  servant  Benhadad 
saith,  I  pray  thee,  let  me  live."    1  Kings  20  :  32. 
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7.  Nephesh  is  rendered  myself  once.  " Surely  I 
have  behaved  and  quieted  myself  as  a  child  that  is 
weaned  of  his  mother. "    Ps.  131  :  2. 

8.  Nephesh  is  rendered  we  once.  "Ah,  so  would 
we  have  it."    Ps.  35  :  25. 

9.  Nephesh  is  rendered  fter  once.  "A  wild  ass 
used  to  the  wilderness,  that  snuffeth  up  the  wind  at 
her  pleasure."    Jer.  2  :  24. 

10.  Nephesh  is  rendered  herself  twice.  "There- 
fore hell  hath  enlarged  herself"  Isa.  5  :  14.  "Back- 
sliding Israel  hath  justified  herself  more  than  treach- 
erous Judah."    Jer.  3  :  11. 

11.  Nephesh  is  rendered  thee  twice.  "Baalis  .  .  . 
hath  sent  Ishmael  ...  to  slay  thee"  Jer.  40  :  14. 
"Johanan  .  .  .  spake  .  .  .  saying  .  .  .  wherefore 
should  he  slay  thee"    Verse  15. 

12., Nephesh  is  rendered  thyself  once.  "Answer 
Esther,  think  not  with  thyself  that  thou  shalt  escape 
in  the  king's  house."    Esther  4:13. 

13.  Nephesh  is  rendered  they  once.  liThey  die  in 
youth."    Job  36  :  14. 

14.  Nephesh  is  rendered  themselves  three  times. 
"He  sent  the  letters  ...  to  confirm  these  days  of 
Purim  ...  as  they  had  decreed  for  themselves,  and 
for  their  seed."  Esther  9  :  30,  31.  "They  could  not 
deliver  the  burden,  but  themselves  are  gone  into 
captivity."  Isa.  46:2.  "They  shall  not  deliver 
themselves  from  the  power  of  the  flame."  Isa  47  : 14. 

15.  Nephesh  is  rendered  yourselves  six  times. 
"Ye  shall  not  make  yourselves  abominable  with  any 
creeping  thing  that  creepeth. "  Lev.  11  :  43. 
"Neither  shall  ye  defile  yourselves  with  any  manner 
of  creeping  thing.  Verse  44.  "Take  ye  therefore 
good  heed  unto  yourselves."    Deut.  4:  15.  "Take 
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good  heed  therefore  unto  yourselves  that  ye  love  the 
Lord  your  God."  Josh.  23:11.  "Thus  saith  the 
Lord,  take  heed  to  yourselves."  Jer.  17  :  21.  4 'Thus 
saith  the  Lord  ;  deceive  not  yourselves"  Jer.  37  :  9. 

16.  Nephesh  is  rendered  any  three  times.  4 'And 
when  any  will  offer  a  meat  offering  unto  the  Lord." 
Lev.  2:1.  "He  that  toucheth  the  dead  body  of 
any  man  shall  be  unclean  seven  days."  Num.  19  : 
11.  "If  a  man  be  found  stealing  any  of  his  breth- 
ren .  .  .  then  that  thief  shall  die."    Deut.  24  :  7. 

17.  Nephesh  is  rendered  one  once-f  "If  any  one 
of  the  common  people  sin  through  ignorance." 
Lev.  4  :  27. 

18.  Nephesh  is  rendered  lust  twice.  "The  ene- 
my said  ...  I  will  divide  the  spoil ;  my  lust  shall  be 
satisfied  upon  them."  Ex.  15:9.  "And  they 
tempted  God  in  their  heart  by  asking  meat  for  their 
lust."    Ps.  78  : 18. 

19.  Nephesh  is  rendered  ghost  twice.  "The  eyes 
of  the  wicked  shall  fail,  .  .  .  and  their  hope  shall  be 
as  the  giving  up  of  the  ghost."  Job  11  :  20.  "She 
hath  given  up  the  ghost;  her  sun  has  gone  down 
while  it  was  yet  day."    Jer.  15  :  9. 

20.  Nephesh  is  rendered  thing  twice.  "Any  liv- 
ing thing  which  is  in  the  waters."  Lev.  11:10. 
"And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  every  thing  that 
Hveth,  which  moveth,  whithersoever  the  rivers  shall 
come,  shall  live."    Ezek.  47  :  9. 

21.  Nephesh  is  rendered  his  own  ouce.  "The 
heart  knoweth  his  own  bitterness."    Prov.  14:  10. 

22.  Nephesh  is  rendered  she  will  once.  "Thou 
shalt  let  her  go  whither  she  ivill."    Deut.  21  :  14. 

23.  Nephesh  is  rendered  mortally  once.  "If  any 
man  hate  his  neighbor,  .  .  .  and  smite  him  mortally, 
that  he  die."    Deut.  19:  11. 
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24.  Nephesh  is  rendered  will  three  times.  "De- 
liver me  not  over  unto  the  will  of  mine  enemies." 
Ps.  27:  12.  "Thou  wilt  not  deliver  him  unto  the 
will  of  his  enemies. "  Ps.  41  :  2.  "Behold,  there- 
fore I  have  .  .  .  delivered  thee  unto  the  will  of  them 
that  hate  thee."    Ezek.  16  :  27. 

25.  Nephesh  is  rendered  tablets  once.  "In  that 
day  the  Lord  will  take  away  .  .  .  the  tablets"  Isa. 
3:18,20. 

26.  Nephesh  is  rendered  the  dead  five  times.  "Ye 
shall  not  make  any  cuttings  in  your  flesh  for  the 
dead."  Lev.  19  :  28.  "There  shall  none  be  defiled 
for  the  dead"  Lev.  21  :  1.  "Whoso  toucheth  any- 
thing that  is  unclean  by  the  dead  .  .  .  shall  be  un- 
clean until  even."  Lev.  22  :  4-6.  "Put  out  of  the 
camp  .  .  .  whosoever  is  defiled  by  the  dead."  Num. 
5? 2.  "Make  an  atonement  for  him,  for  that  he 
sinned  by  the  dead."    Num.  6  :  11. 

27.  Nephesh  is  rendered  fellows  once.  "Let  not 
thy  voice  be  heard  among  us,  lest  angry  felloivs  run 
upon  thee,  and  thou  lose  thy  life,  with  the  lives  of 
thy  household."    Judges  18  :  25. 

28.  Nephesh  is  rendered  discontented  once.  "And 
every  one  that  was  discontented,  gathered  themselves 
unto  him."    1  Sam.  22  :  2. 

29.  Nephesh  is  rendered  greedy  once.  "They  are 
greedy  dogs,  which  can  never  have  enough."  Isa. 
56:11. 

30.  Nephesh  is  rendered  breath  once.  "His  breath 
kindleth  coals."    Job  41  :  21. 

31.  Nephesh  is  rendered  deadly  once.  "My  dead- 
ly enemies  who  compass  me  about."    Ps.  17:9. 

32.  Nephesh  is  rendered  hearty  once.  "Ointment 
and  perfume  rejoice  the  heart ;  so  doth  the  sweet- 
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ness  of  a  man's  friend  by  hearty  counsel."  Prov. 
27 :  9. 

33..  Nephesh  is  rendered  appetite  twice.  "Put  a 
knife  to  thy  throat,  if  thou  be  a  man  given  to  appe- 
tite." Prov.  23  :  2.  "All  the  labor  of  man  is  for 
his  mouth,  and  yet  the  appetite  is  not  filled."  Eccl. 
6:7. 

34.  Nephesh  is  rendered  pleasure  three  times. 
"When  thou  comest  into  thy  neighbor's  vineyard, 
then  thou  may  est  eat  grapes  thy  fill  at  thine  own 
pleasure;  but  thou  shalt  not  put  any  in  thy  vessel." 
Deut.  23:24.  "To  bind  his  princes  at  pleasure, 
and  teach  his  senators  wisdom."  Ps.  105:  22. 
"Whom  he  had  set  at  liberty  at  their  pleasure" 
Jer.  34 : 16. 

35.  Nephesh  is  rendered  fish  once.    "Sluices  and 
ponds  for  fish"    Isa.  19:10. 

36.  Nephesh  is  rendered  desire  five  times.  "The 
wandering  of  the  desire"  Eccl.  6:9.  "The  land 
whereunto  they  desire  to  return."  Jer.  22:27.  f 
"Return  into  the  land  of  Judah,  to  the  which  they 
have  a  desire  to  return."  Jer.  44  : 14.  "He  utter- 
eth  his  mischievous  desire  99  Micah  7:3.  "A  proud 
man  .  .  .  enlarge th  his  desire."    Hab.  2:5. 

37.  Nephesh  is  rendered  mind  fifteen  times.  "If 
it  be  your  mind  that  I  should  bury  my  dead  out  of 
my  sight."  Gen.  23  :  8.  "If  a  Levite  come  .  .  . 
with  all  the  desire  of  his  mind"  Deut.  18  :  6.  "Sor-  . 
row  of  mind."  Deut.  28  :  65.  "Shall  do  according 
to  that  whkih  is  in  .  .  .  my  mind."  1  Sam.  2  :  35. 
"They  be  chafed  in  their  minds."  2  Sam.  17:8. 
"If  it  be  your  minds."  2  Kings  9  :  15.  "Serve 
him  with  a  .  .  .  willing  mind."  1  Chron.  28  : 9. 
"My  mind  could  not  be  toward  this  people."  Jer. 
15:1.     "Her  mind  was  alienated  from  them." 
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Ezek.  23  : 17.  "Then  my  mind  was  alienated  from 
her,  like  as  my  mind  was  alienated  from  her  sister/' 
Ezek.  23:18."  "Thy  mind  is  alienated."  Ezek. 
23  :  22.  "From  whom  thy  mind  is  alienated.  Ezek. 
23  :  28.  "That  whereupon  they  set  their  minds." 
Ezek.  24:25.  "With  despiteful  minds."  Ezek. 
36:5. 

38.  Nephesh  is  rendered  heart  fifteen  times.  "Ye 
know  the  heart  of  a  stranger."  Ex.  23  :  9.  "And 
cause  sorrow  of  heart."  Lev.  26  : 16.  "Setteth  his 
heart  upon  it."  Deut.  24  : 15.   "Grieve  thine  heart." 

1  Sam.  2:33.    "All  that  thine  heart  desireth." 

2  Sam.  3  :  21.  "The  wicked  boasteth  of  his  heart's 
desire."  Ps.  10  :  3.  "As  he  thinketh  in  his  heart, 
so  is  he."  Prov.  23:7.  "He  that  is  of  a  proud 
heart  stirreth  up  strife."  Prov.  28:25.  "Those 
that  be  of  heavy  hearts."  Prov.  31 :  6.  "Ye  dis- 
sembled in  your  hearts."  Jer.  42  :  20.  "Mine  eye 
affecteth  my  heart.'9  Lam.  3:51.  "Rejoiced  in 
heart."  Ezek.  25  :  6.  "A  despiteful  heart."  Ezek. 
25  : 15.  "Weep  for  thee  with  bitterness  of  heart  " 
Ezek.  27:31.  "They  set  their  heart  on  their  in- 
iquity."   Hosea  4:8. 

39.  Nephesh  is  rendered  creature  nine  times. 
"And  God  created  great  whales,  and  every  living 
creature  that  moveth."  Gen.  1 :  21.  "And  God 
said,  let  the  earth  bring  forth  the  living  creature 
after  his  kind."  Gen.  1  :  24.  "Whatsoever  Adam 
called  every  living  creature,  that  was  the  name 
thereof."  Gen.  2:19.,  "I  establish  my  covenant 
with  .  .  .  every  living  creature."  Gen.  9  :  9,10.  "The 
covenant  .  .  .  between  me  and  you  and  every  living 
creature."  Gen.  9  :  12.  "My  covenant .  .  .  between 
me  and  you  and  every  living  creature."  Gen.  9  : 
15.  "The  .  .  .  covenant  between  God  and  every 
living  creature."  Gen.  9:16.  "The  law  of  .  .  . 
every  living  creature  that  moveth  .  .  .  and  of  every 
creature."    Lev.  11:46. 
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40.  Nephesh  is  rendered  beast  three  times.  "He 
that  killeth  a  beast  shall  make  it  good  ;  beast  for 
beast."    Lev.  24:  19. 

41.  Nephesh  is  rendered  body  seven  times. 
4 'Neither  shall  ye  go  in  to  any  dead  body"  Lev. 
21  :  11.  "He  shall  come  at  no  dead  body."  Num. 
6  :  6.  "Defiled  by  the  dead  body  of  a  man."  Num. 
9:6.  "Defiled  by  the  dead  body  of  a  man."  Num. 
9  :  7.  "Unclean  by  reason  of  a  dead  body."  Num. 
9  :  10.    "The  dead  body  of  any  man."    Num.  19  : 

13.  "Unclean  by  a  dead  body."    Hag.  2  : 13. 

42.  Nephesh  is  rendered  life  and  lives  one  hundred 
and  twenty  times,  and  is  applied  indiscriminately  to 
man  and  beast.  "Let  the  waters  bring  forth 
abundantly  the  moving  creature  that  hath  life." 
Gen.  1  :  20.  "Everything  that  creepeth  upon  the 
earth,  wherein  there  is  life.  Gen.  1  :  30.  "Flesh 
with  the  life  thereof,  which  is  the  blood  thereof." 
Gen.  9:4.  "Your  blood  of  your  lives  will  I  re- 
quire ;  .  .  .  at  the  hand  of  every  man's  brother  will 
J  require  the  life  of  man."  Gen.  9:5.  "Escape 
for  thy  life."  Gen.  19:17.  "Thy  mercy  ...  in 
saving  my  life."  Gen.  19  :  19.  "My  life  is  pre- 
served." Gen.  32:30.  "His  life  is  bound  up  in 
the  lad's  life."  Gen.  44  :  30.  "The  men  are  dead 
which  sought  thy  life."  Ex.  4:19.  "Thou  shalt 
give  life  for  life."  Ex.  21  :  23.  "The  ransom  of 
his  life."  Ex.  21  : 30.  "The  life  of  the  flesh  is  in 
the  blood."  Lev.  17:11.  "It  is  the  life  of  ail 
flesh  ;  the  blood  of  it  is  for  the  life  thereof  ;  .  .  .  for 
the  life  of  all  flesh  is  the  blood  thereof."    Lev.  17  : 

14.  "Ye  shall  take  no  satisfaction  for  the  life  of  a 
murderer."  Num.  35  :  31.  "The  blood  is  the  life  ; 
and  thou  mayest  not  eat  the  life  with  the  flesh." 
Deut.  12  :  23.  "Life  shall  go  for  life."  Deut.  19  : 
21.    "He  taketh  a  man's  life  to  pledge."  Deut. 
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24  :  6.  "Deliver  our  lives  from  death.  Josh.  2:13. 
4 'Our  life  for  yours'"  Josh.  2  :  14.  "Afraid  of  our 
lives."  Josh.  9:24.  "Jeoparded  their  lives." 
Judges  5:18.  "My  father  .  .  .  adventured  -his 
life."  Judges  9:17.  "I  put  my  life  in  my  hands." 
Judges  12:  3.  "Lest  .  .  .  thou  lose  thy  Mfe,  with 
the  lives  of  thy  household."  Judges  18:25.  "A 
restorer  of  thy  life."  Ruth  4:15.  "He  did  put 
his  life  in  his  hand."  1  Sam.  19:5.  "If  thou  save 
not  thy  life."  1  Sam.  19:  11.  "What  is  my  sin 
.  .  .  that  he  seeketh  my  life."  1  Sam.  20  :  1.  "He 
that  seeketh  mv  life,  seeketh  thy  life."  1  Sam.  22  : 
23.  "To  seek  his  life"  1  Sam.  23  :  15.  "As  thy 
life  was  much  set  by  ...  so  let  my  life  be  much  set 
by.  .  ."  1  Sam.  26  :  24.  "A  snare  for  my  life,  to 
cause  me  to  die."  1  Sam.  28  :  9.  "Put  my  life  in 
my  hand."  1  Sam.  28:21.  "Because  my  life  is 
vet  whole  in  me."  2  Sam.  1:9.  "Which  sought 
thy  life."  2  Sam.  4  :  8.  "Kill  him,  for  the  life  of 
his  brother  whom  he  slew."  2  Sam.  14:  7.  "My 
son  .  .  .  seeketh  my  life."  2  Sam.  16:11.  "False- 
hood against  mine  own  life."  2  Sam.  18 : 13. 
"Saved  thy  life,  and  the  lives  of  thy  .  .  .  wives,  and 
the  lives  of  thy  concubines.  2  Sam.  19:5.  "In 
jeopardy  of  their  lives."  2  Sam.  23:  17.  "Save 
thine  own  life,  and  the  life  of  thy  son."  1  Kings 
1 : 12.  "Spoken  this  word  against  his  own  life  " 
1  Kings  2  :  23.  "The  life  of  thine  enemies."  1  Kings 
3:11.  "Thy  life  as  the  life  of  one  of  them."  1  Kings 
19  :  2.  "He  .  .  .  went  for  his  life."  1  Kings  19  :  3. 
"Take  away  my  life."  1  Kings  19  :  4.  "They  seek 
my  life."  1  Kings  19:10,  14.  "Peradventure  he 
will  save  thy  life."  1  Kings  20  :  31.  "Thy  life  be 
for  his  life."  1  Kings  20  :  39.  "Thy  life  shall  go 
for  his  life."  1  Kings  20  :  42.  "Let  my  life,  and 
the  life  of  these  fifty  ...  be  precious."  2  Kings  1  : 
13.    "Let  my  life  now  be  precious."    2  Kings  1 : 
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14.  "Fled  for  their  life,9'  2  Kings  7  :  7.  "His  life 
shall  be  for  the  life  of  him."  2  Kings  10  :  24.  "Put 
their  lives  in  jeopardy,  for  with  the  jeopardy  of  their 
lives  they  brought  it.  1  Chron.*  11  :  19.  "The  life 
of  thine  enemies."  2  Chron.  1:11.  "Let  my  life 
be  given  me."  Esther  7:3.  "To  make  request 
for  his  life.9'  Esther  7:7.  "To  stand  for  their 
life."  Esther  8:11.  "Stood  for  their  lives."  Esther 
9:16.  "All  that  a  man  hath  will  he  give  for  his 
life."  Job  2  :  4.  "Save  his  life."  Job  2  :  6.  "Pro- 
long mv  life."  Job  6:11.  "Put  mv  life  in  mine 
hand.""  Job  13:14.  "Lose  their  life."  Job  31: 
39.  "They  devised  to  take  away  my  life.  Ps.  31  : 
13.  "They  .  .  .  seek  after  my  life."  Ps.  38:  12. 
"They  lurk  privily  for  their  own  lives."  Prov.  1  : 
18.  "Taketh  away  the  life  of  the  owners."  Prov. 
1:19.  "The  adulteress  will  hunt  for  the  precious 
life."  Prov.  6:26.  "Knoweth  not  that  it  is  for 
his  life."  Prov.  7  :  23.  Regardeth  the  life  of  his 
beast."  Prov.  12  :  10.  "He  that  keepeth  his  mouth 
keepeth  his  life."  Prov.  13  :  3.  "The  ransom  of  a 
man's  life."  Prov.  13  :  8.  "His  life  shall  be  griev- 
ous." Isa.  15  :  4.  "Therefore  will  I  give  .  .  .  peo- 
ple for  thy  life."  Isa.  43  :  4.  "They  will  seek  thy 
life."  Jer.  4  :  30.  "The  men  .  .  .  seek  thy  life." 
Jer.  11:21.  "Them  that  seek  their  lives."  Jer. 
19:7.  "Those  that  seek  their  life."  Jer.  21:7. 
"His  life  shall  be  .  .  .  for  a  prey."  Jer.  21  :9. 
"Them  that  seek  thy  life."  Jer.  22:  25.  "Them 
that  seek  their  life."  Jer.  34:20,  21.  "His  life 
for  a  prey."  Jer.  38  :  2.  "Men  that  seek  thy  life." 
Jer.  38  :  16.  "Thy  life  shall  be  for  a  prey."  Jer. 
39  :  18.  "I  will  give  Pharaoh-hophra  .  .  .  into  the 
hands  of  them  that  seek  his  life,  as  I  gave  Zede- 
kiah  .  .  .  into  the  hand  of  Nebuchadrezzar  .  .  . 
that  sought  his  life."  Jer.  44  :  30.  "Thy  life  will 
I  give  unto  thee  for  a  prey."    Jer.  45  :  5.  "Those 
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that  seek  their  lives."  Jer.  46:  26.  "Save  your 
lives"  Jer.  48:  6.  "Them  that  seek  their  life." 
Jer.  49  :  37.  "Lift  up  thy  hands  ...  for  the  life 
of  thy  young  children. "  Lam.  2  :  19.  "With  the 
peril  of  our  lives."  Lam.  5:9.  "Every  man  for 
his  own  life."  Ezek.  32:  10.  "Let  us  not  perish 
for  this  man's  life."  Jonah  1  :  14.  "Take  .  .  .  my 
life  from  me."    Jonah  4  :  3.    Total,  120. 

43.  Nephesh  is  rendered  person  thirty  times. 
"Give  me  the  persons  and  take  the  goods  to  thy- 
self." Gen.  14:  21.  "All  the  persons  of  his 
house."  Gen.  36:6.  According  to  the  number  of 
your  persons."  Ex.  16  :  16.  "The  persons  shall 
be  for  the  Lord."  Lev.  27:2.  "That  person  be 
guilty."  Num.  5:6.  "Upon  the  persons."  Num. 
19:18.  "Whosoever  hath  killed  any  person." 
Num.  31  :  19.  "Thirty  and  two  thousand  per- 
sons" Num.  31:35.  "The  persons  were  sixteen 
thousand ;  of  which  the  Lord's  tribute  was  thirty 
and  two  persons."  Num.  31:40.  "Sixteen  thou- 
sand persons."  Num.  31  :  46.  Which  killeth  any 
person."  Num.  35:11.  "That  kilteth  any  per- 
son"  Num.  35  :  15.  "Whoso  killeth  any  person 
.  .  .  one  witness  shall  not  testify  against  any  person 
to  cause  him  to  die."  Num.  35  :  30.  "Threescore 
and  ten  persons ."  Deut.  10  :  22.  "An  innocent 
person."  Deut.  27:25  "That  killeth  any  per- 
son." Josh.  20:3.  "Whosoever  killeth  any  per- 
son." Josh.  20  :  9.  "The  death  of  all  the  persons." 
1  Sam.  22:22.  "Neither  doth  God  respect  any 
person."  2  Sam.  14:  14.  "Blood  of  any  person." 
Prov.  28  :  17.  "Johanan  .  .  .  took  .  .  .  every  per- 
son." Jer.  43  :  5,  6.  "Captive  .  .  .  eight  hundred 
thirty  and  two  persons."  Jer.  52  :  29.  "Seven 
hundred  forty  and  five  persons :  all  the  persons  were 
four  thousand  and  six  hundred."  Jer.  52 :  30. 
"loathing  of  thy  person"    Ezek.  16  :  5,    "Cut  off 
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many  persons."  Ezek.  17:17.  "They  traded  the 
persons  of  men."  Ezek.  27  :  13.  ."If  the  sword 
come  and  take  any  person  from  among  them."  Ezek. 
33  :  6.    Total,  30. 

44.  Nephesh  is  rendered  soul  four  hundred  and 
seventy-five  times,  out  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 
two.  The  forty-four  renderings  of  nephesh  may  be 
renduced  to  four  ;  viz  :  "creature ,"  "person,"  "life" 
and  "desire." 

I.  Class.  This  will  include  the  following  four 
renderings  of  nephesh;  to  wit :  creature,  beast,  thing 
and  fish. 

II.  Class.  This  includes  the  following  twenty- 
five,  viz  :  person,  man,  him,  me,  yourselves,  him- 
self, we,  he,  myself,  her,  thee,  soul,  herself,  thyself, 
themselves,  dead,  body,  one,  any,  they,  men,  own, 
fellow,  deadly  and  tablets. 

III.  Class.  This  includes  the  following  four,  to 
wit :  life,  ghost,  mortally  and  breath. 

IV.  Class.**  This  includes  the  following  eleven, 
to  wit:  desire,  mind,  heart,  lust,  she  will,  pleasure, 
discontented,  will,  greedy,  hearty  and  appetite. 

PSUCHE. 

We  now  commence  the  examination  of  psuche,  the 
Greek  word  rendered  soul  in  the  New  Testament. 
This  word  means  the  same  in  Greek,  as  nephesh  in 
Hebrew.  As  we  have  not  been  able  to  find  in  the 
Old  Testament  any  intimation  that  nephesh  stands 
for  an  immortal  part  in  man  ;  we  should  be  surprised 
to  find  the  New  Testament  contradicting  the  Old ; 
we  shall  expect  to  find  complete  harmony  in  both. 
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The  word  psuche  is  the  only  word  rendered  soul 
in  the  New  Testament,  and  occurs  one  hundred  and 
five  times,  and  is  rendered  in  six  different  ways. 

In  the  Old  Testament,  we  found  nepJiesh  was 
used  primarily  to  express  the  whole  being.  Psuche 
is  used  in  the  same  sense  in  the  New  Testament. 
"Then  they  that  gladly  received  his  word  were  bap- 
tized :  and  the  same  day  there  were  added  unto 
them  about  three  thousand  souls"  (psuche*).  Acts 
2  :  41.  "And  fear  came  upon  every  soul"  (psuche). 
Acts  2  :  43.  "And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  every 
soul  (psuche)  which  will  not  hear  that  prophet,  shall 
be  destroyed  from  among  the  people."  Acts  3  :  23. 
"Then  sent  Joseph,  and  called  his  father  Jacob  to 
him,  and  all  his  kindred,  threescore  and  fifteen 
souls"  (psuche).  Acts  7:  14.  "We  were  in  all  in 
the  ship,  two  hundred  threescore  and  sixteen  souls" 
(psuche).    Acts  27  :  37. 

In  all  the  foregoing  examples,  it  is  very  plain  that 
psuche  represents  the  ivhole  person,  and  not  a  con- 
scious existence  separate  from  the  man.  Paul 
quotes  from  Gen.  2  :  7,  and  says,  "So  it  is  written, 
the  first  man  Adam  was  made  a  living  soul"  (psuche) . 
1  Cor.  15:45.  Observe,  it  does  not  read,  he  was 
made  an  immortal  soul.  When  examining  the  Old 
Testament,  we  found  that  the  phrase  "living  soul," 
applied  to  man  in  Gen.  2  :  7,  was  precisely  the  same 
that  was  applied  to  all  living  creatures  in  Gen.  1:21, 
and  in  various  other  passages.    We  find  psuche  in 

.  *  we  give  the  simple  form  of  the  word,  that  it  may  be 
plainer  to  all. 
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the  New  Testament  agreeing  perfectly  with  the  use 
of  nephesh  in  the  Old  Testament.  "And  the  second 
angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  sea  ;  and  it  be- 
came as  the  blood  of  a  dead  man  :  and  every  living 
soul  (psuche)  died  in  the  sea."  Rev.  16  :  3.  In 
this  last  passage  we  see  that  every  live  creature  in 
the  sea  is  still  called  a  "living  soul ;"  and  there  is 
no  intimation  in  the  Bible  that  the  phrase  "living 
soul,"  when  applied  to  man,  signifies  an  immortal 
being,  any  more  than  when  applied  to  animals  in 
the  sea.  As  the  word  soul  covers  the  whole  man, 
who  is  said  to  be  "mortal,"  it  would  seem  strange 
if  it  should  afterwards  be  used  to  represent  an  "im- 
material," "uncompounded,"  "indivisible,"  "inde- 
structible," "intangible,"  "immortal"  man  inside  of 
what  our  Creator  calls  man,  and  one,  too,  of  which 
he  has  given  us  no  information  whatever. 

We  pass  to  the  consideration  of  the  second  use  of 
psuche  in  the  New  Testament.  This  harmonizes 
again  perfectly  with  the  corresponding  word  nephesh 
in  the  Hebrew  Scriptures.  Out  of  the  one  hundred 
and  five  times,  it  is  rendered  life  and  lives  forty  times, 
and  applied  indiscriminately  to  man  and  beast ;  but 
when  thus  rendered,  it  never  means  an  organized 
being,  but  "animated  principle." 

The  word  psuche  first  occurs  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, in  Matt.  2  :  20.  The  angel  of  the  Lord  says 
to  Joseph,  "Arise,  and  take  the  young  child  and 
his  mother,  and  go  into  the  land  of  Israel :  for  they 
are  dead  which  sought  the  young  child's  life."  If 
life  in  this  text  represents  an  immortal  conscious 
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entity  or  being,  inside  of  the  physical  organism, 
which  would  escape  from  imprisonment  soon  as  the 
organism  is  killed,  then  all  their  efforts  to  obtain 
that  must  be  like  running  to  catch  lightning.  Sub- 
sequently, this  same  wonderful  personage  "laid 
down  his  life  (psuche)  for  us :  and  we  ought  to  lay 
down  our  lives  (psuche)  for  the  brethren."  1  John 
3  :  16.  Again  he  says,  "I  am  the  good  shepherd  : 
the  good  shepherd  giveth  his  life  (psuche)  for  the 
sheep."  John  10:11.  "I  lay  down  my  life  (psuche) , 
for  the  sheep."  John  10:15.  '-Therefore  doth 
my  Father  love  me,  because  I  lay  down  my  life 
(psuche),  that  I  might  take  it  again."  John  10  :  17. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  personal  identity  is  repre- 
sented by  the  pronoun  7,  instead  of  it,  which  stands 
for  the  word  life;  thus  showing,  most  clearly,  that 
the  organism  constitutes  the  identity,  and  not  the 
psuche  or  "animated  principle,"  which  is  common  to 
all  living  beings  on  the  planet. 

When  Paul  was  being  carried  to  Rome,  a  very 
severe  tempest  was  encountered,  and  all  expected 
to  find  a  watery  grave  ;  "but  after  long  abstinence, 
Paul  stood  forth  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  said, 
Sirs,  .  .  .  there  shall  be  no  loss  of  any  man's  life 
(psuche)  among  you,  but  of  the  ship."  Acts  27  :  21, 
22.  Did  Paul  mean  to  teach  these  sailors  that  each 
had  an  "immortal  soul,"  and  that  not  one  of  them 
should  go  to  "hell  torments,"  when  he  said  there 
should  "be  no  loss  of  any  man's  life"  (psuche)  f 

In  speaking  of  Epaphroditus,  Paul  says,  "For  the 
work  of  Christ  he  was  nigh  unto  death,  not  regard- 
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ing  his  life  (psuche),  to  supply  your  lack  of  service 
toward  me."  Phil.  2:30.  Does  Paul  mean  that 
his  brother  Epaphroditus  had  an  immortal  soul 
which  he  did  not  regard  or  try  to  save  ? 

"And  a  third  part  of  the  creatures  which  were  in 
the  sea,  and  had  life  (psuche)  died."  Rev.  8:9. 
Here  the  same  word  is  applied  to  the  creatures  in 
the  sea.  We  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that 
it  means  the  same  in  the  one  example  as  the  other ; 
but  in  no  case  does  it  represent  a  conscious  man 
existing  separate  from  his  physical  organism. 

Having  examined  the  meaning  of  psuche,  and 
found  that  in  its  primary  use  it  means  the  whole 
being,  like  nephesh,  its  corresponding  word  in  the 
Old  Testament,  and  that  when  it  is  rendered  life,  it 
represents  the  "animated  principle"  common  to  all 
living  creatures  the  same  as  in  the  Hebrew  ;  we  pass 
to  notice  its  third  and  last  sense,  when  it  is  used  to 
indicate  a  state  of  feeling. 

"But  the  unbelieving  Jews  stirred  up  the  Gen- 
tiles, and  made  their  minds  (psuche)  evil  affected 
against  the  brethren."  Acts  14:2.  In  this  case, 
the  feelings  of  the  Jews  were  aroused  against  the 
Gentiles.  "Consider  him  that  endure th  such  con- 
tradiction of  sinners  against  himself,  lest  ye  be 
wearied  and  faint  in  your  minds)f  (psuche).  Heb. 
12:3.  We  are  here  exhorted  against  a  feeling  of 
exhaustion  and  discouragement  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord.  When  Paul  is  instructing  servants,  he  says, 
"Not  with  eye-service,  as  men  pleasers  ;  but  as  the 
servants  of  Christ,  doing  the  will  of  God  from  the 
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heart  (psuche)."  Eph.  6:6.  He  would  have  the 
servant  be  interested,  have  his  feelings  enlisted,  so 
as  to  engage  in  the  work  heartily,  Paul  seems  to  be 
opposed  to  all  dronish  feeling  when  we  are  engaged 
in  a  good  cause,  and  would  have  servants  be  watch- 
ful against  such.  Again  he  says,  when  writing  to 
the  same  class,  "And  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  it  heart- 
ily {psuche)  as  to  the  Lord,  and  not  unto  men."  Col. 
3:23. 

We  think  these  examples  show  plainly  the  third 
use  of  psuche,  when  used  to  represent  a  state  of 
mind  or  feeling. 

We  have  not  yet  found  any  intimation  of  an  im- 
mortal soul,  but  there  are  two  texts  that  are  fre- 
quently presented  as  evidence  that  the  soul  never 
dies — one  in  Rev.  6  :  9,  the  other  in  Matt.  10  :  28. 

"And  when  he  had  opened  the  fifth  seal,  I  saw 
under  the  altar  the  souls  of  them  that  were  slain  for 
the  word  of  God,  and  for  the  testimony,  which  they 
held."  The  two  verses  following  read,  "And  they 
cried  with  a  loud  voice,  saying,  How  long,  O  Lord, 
holy  and  true,' dost  thou  not  judge  and  avenge  our 
blood  on  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth  ?  And  white 
robes  were  given  unto  every  one  of  them  ;  and  it 
was  said  unto  them,  that  they  should  rest  yet  for  a 
little  season,  until  their  fellow  servants  also  and 
their  brethren,  that  should  be  killed  as  they  were, 
should  be  fulfilled. 

There  are  four  points  that  should  be  noticed  in 
the  account.  1.  What  was  seen  ?  2.  TT/iereseen? 
3.  Their  cry.    4.  Their  condition. 
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1.  What  was  seen?  We  are  told  by  some  that 
"it  was  their  disembodied  immortal  spirits";  but 
the  word  psuche,  here  translated  soul,  is  not  rendered 
spirit  once  in  the  Bible.  Another  says,  "it  was 
their  disembodied  immortal  souls."  We  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  find  any  proof  that  such  exist  as 
conscious  entities,  nor  any  evidence  that  such  were 
ever  seen,  or  can  be  seen,  unless  it  is  found  in  this 
passage.  The  souls  say,  "our  blood, "  but  they  do 
not  speak  as  though  their  bodies  had  been  killed,  and 
they,  the  souls,  had  escaped  unharmed.  We  have 
many  examples  where  nephesh,  the  Hebrew  word 
corresponding  with  psuche,  is  rendered  person  ;  and 
in  Prof.  Whiting's  translation  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, psuche  is  rendered  person  in  this  passage. 
Prof.  Whiting  has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of 
the  best  Greek  and  Hebrew  scholars  in  America, 
and  is  now  employed  in  the  new  translation  by  the 
American  Bible  Union.  If  this  is  rendered  person, 
it  will  be  in  harmony  with  the  whole  Bible  ;  whereas 
if  we  use  the  word  soul,  in  the  popular  sense,  we 
make  the  Scriptures  contradict  themselves. 

2.  Where  ivere  they  seen?  "Under  the  altar" 
Where  was  the  altar?  Dr.  Clark,  when  speaking  on 
this  passage,  says:  "The  altar  is  upon  earth,  not 
in  heaven."  It  could  not  have  been  either  in 
heaven  or  hell  (Hades),  for  they  were  slain  neither 
in  the  one  nor  the  other.  It  seems  that  John  saw 
in  vision  the  great  slaughter-field,  where  the  martyrs 
were  to  be  slain  upon  earth,  and  calls  it  "the  altar," 
on  which  millions  were  butchered  for  their  testimony 
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in  favor  of  Jesus.  Let  it  be  remembered,  these 
souls  [persons]  are  seen  about  the  altar,  which  was 
upon  the  earth. 

3.  Their  cry.  If  they  were  alive,  it  appears  they 
were  in  a  very  uneasy  and  suffering  condition  ;  in 
which  case,  it  must  have  been  their  cry  as  they  were 
led  by  the  thousand  to  the  altar  for  slaughter ;  but 
there  is  another  sense  in  which  they  cry.  As  Dr. 
Clark  says,  ''Their  blood,  like  that  of  Abel,  cried 
for  vengeance."  Says  the  Lord  to  Cain,  "The  voice 
of  thy  brother's  blood  crieth  unto  me  from  the 
ground."  It  is  said  of  Christ,  that  his  "blood  .  .  . 
speaketh  better  things  than  that  of  Abel.,,  Thus 
does  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  cry.  It  should  be 
observed  that  the  account  is  clothed  more  or  less  in 
symbolic  language,  and  should  not  be  so  inter- 
preted as  to  contradict  plain  and  literal  Scripture, 
which  would  be  the  case,  if  this  passage  was  made 
to  teach  that  the  souls  of  men  are  conscious  when 
the  men  themselves  are  dead. 

4.  Their  condition.  They  are  not  only  "under 
the  altar,"  which  is  upon  earth,  but  they  are  "killed.99 
It  is  that  very  part  that  John  saw;  that  part  that 
cried,  that  was  "killed."  This  same  class  is  men- 
tioned again  in  Rev.  20  :  4.  "And  I  saw  the  souls 
(persons,  Whiting's  translation)  of  them  that  were 
beheaded  for  the  witness  of  Jesus,  .  .  .  and  they 
lived  and  reigned  with  Christ  a  thousand  years.  But 
the  rest  of  the  dead  lived  not  again  until  the  thousand 
years  were  finished."  This  is  so  plain  it  seems  to 
need  no  comment.    Some  of  these  souls,  or  persons, 
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had  been  beheaded,  which  of  course  killed  them. 
Then  they  could  not  reign  with  Christ  till  made 
alive;  hence  we  read,  they  lived,  and  "this  is  the 
first  resurrection ."  "But  the  rest  of  the  dead  lived 
not  again  until  the  thousand  years  were  finished." 
Why  say  they  "lived  not,"  if  they  were  all  alive  in 
Hades,  in  torment? 

We  think  it  plain  that  John  saw  in  a  vision  the 
martyred  saints  during  the  Papal  persecutions,  as 
they  lay  weltering  in  their  blood,  which,  like  Abel's 
and  Christ's  was  a  witness  against  their  cruel  tor- 
mentors. They  remain  in  the  embrace  of  death  till 
the  vision  passes  on  to  Eev.  20  : 4,  where  he  sees 
them  live  again  and  commence  their  reign  with 
Christ,  and  are  pronounced  "blessed"  because  they 
have  "part  in  the  first  resurrection." 

We  think  we  have  given  all  the  uses  of  nephesJi 
and  psuche,  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  words  rendered 
soul  in  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  but  have  not 
yet  found  anything  about  an  immortal  soul. 

There  is  one  more  text  that  needs  a  passing  notice 
— Matt.  10  :  28.  If  we  accept  the  popular  defini- 
tion of  soul,  this  Scripture  would  appear  quite 
strong ;  but  when  we  let  the  Bible  explain  itself, 
and  be  in  harmony  with  its  own  teachings,  common- 
sense,  facts  and  philosophy,  we  think  this  passage 
is  quite  plain.  The  passage  reads:  "Fear  not 
them  which  kill  the  body,  but  are  not  able  to  kill 
the  soul :  but  rather  fear  him  which  is  able  to  destroy 
both  soul  and  body  in  hell."  The  same  caution  is 
given  in  Luke  12  :  4,  5,  in  the  following  language : 
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"And  I  say  unto  you  my  friends,  be  not  afraid  of 
them  that  kill  the  body,  and  after  that  have  no 
more  that  they  can  do.  But  I  will  forewarn  you 
whom  ye  shall  fear:  fear  him,  which  after  he  has 
killed  hath  power  to  cast  into  hell ;  yea,  I  say  unto 
you,  fear  him.,, 

The  word  rendered  hell  in  this  passage  is  Gehenna. 
This  word  originally  represented  "the  Valley  of 
Hinnom,"  a  place  near  Jerusalem,  where  sacrifices 
were  offered  by  the  Jews.  It  became  a  filthy  place, 
and  fires  were  kept  burning  to  destroy  or  consume 
the  filth  there  deposited.  Worms  assisted  in  de- 
vouring the  carcasses  left  there  for  consumption. 
Nothing  was  thrown  among  this  mass  of  corruption 
which  they  wished  to  preserve  ;  and  when  the  Sav- 
iour would  illustrate  the  final,  future  punishment  of 
the  wicked,  he  refers  to  this  Gehenna  or  Valley  of 
Hinnom.  Nothing  can  show  more  clearly  that  the 
wicked  were  not  to  be  preserved  alive  eternally  ;  for 
whatever  was  cast  alive  into  the  fire  of  Gehenna, 
soon  had  its  life  destroyed.  And  to  make  the  case 
as  strong  as  possible  and  their  entire  destruction  be- 
yond all  doubt,  he  says,  the  fire  shall  not  be 
quenched.  An  unquenchable  fire  always  consumes 
the  burning  object.  If  the  fire  could  be  quenched, 
a  part  of  the  burning  body  might  be  saved  from  the 
"devouring  fire  but  if  unquenchable,  it  must  be 
burnt  up.  All  beings  cast  into  an  unquenchable  fire, 
must  lose  their  lives  and  have  their  bodies  destroyed. 

In  Matt.  10:28,  we  learn  that  we  should  "fear 
him  which  is  able  to  destroy  both  soul  and  body  in 
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hell."  Does  any  one  suppose  that  the  bodies  of 
wicked  men  would  be  preserved,  by  being  cast  into 
a  fire  that  could  not  be  extinguished?  Certainly 
not.  But  the  soul  is  destroyed  in  this  case  as  truly 
as  the  body.  It  reads,  "destroy  both."  This  can 
not  mean  destroy  the  one,  and  preserve  the  other 
from  the  effects  of  the  fire.  Fire  either  purifies  or  t 
consumes.  It  is  employed  in  purifying  gold  and 
silver,  and  for  consuming  thorns,  briars,  stubble  and 
tares.  The  wicked  are  compared  with  the  last  four 
objects  mentioned,  but  never  with  anything  that 
would  not  be  burned  up  if  cast  into  fire. 

The  word  rendered  soul  in  this  text,  is  rendered 
life  forty-one  times  out  of  the  one  hundred  and  five 
that  occur  in  the  New  Testament.  We  know  of  no 
reason  why  it  may  not  be  translated  life  in  this  pas- 
sage as  well  as  in  any  other.  In  one  translation, 
the  "Emphatic  Diaglott,"  I  notice  it  is  rendered  life. 
This  makes  the  passage  harmonize  with  the  whole 
Bible.  Is  it  safe  to  put  a  construction  upon  this 
text  which  would  be  in  opposition  to  all  the  rest  of 
the  Scriptures?  This  is  the  only  passage  we  can 
find  which  seems  to  teach  that  there  is  anything 
about  man  that  cannot  be  killed  by  his  fellow  ;  but 
the  question  arises,  what  does  the  word  psuche  in 
Matt.  10  :  28  represent?  We  think  it  does  not  mean 
this  present  soul  or  life,  for  the  reason  that  the  de- 
struction threatened  is  not  in  this  life,  but  in  the 
world  to  come.  Man  can  and  does  take  this  life, 
according  to  many  records  in  the  Bible.  Is  there 
any  other  life  ?    "This  is  the  promise  that  he  hath 
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promised  us,  even  eternal  life."  1  John  2:25. 
Can  man  take  that,  or  kill  it?  Nay,  verily.  "Be 
not  afraid  of  them  that  kill  the  body,  (or  take  this 
life,)  and  after  that  have  no  more  that  they  can  do." 
It  is  certain,  then,  that  man  cannot  take  from  us 
our  future  life,  now  "hid  with  Christ  in  God." 

If  we  should  attempt  to  put  the  popular  construc- 
tion on  Matt.  10:28,  making  soul  mean  the  real 
man,  it  will  be  seen  from  examination,  that  it  over- 
throws the  position  assumed,  and  makes  the  Bible 
contradict  itself.  Let  us  suppose  that  soul  in  this 
passage  represents  the  real  man, — the  man  David  if 
you  please  ;  and  in  order  to  make  the  point  plain, 
we  will  put  the  word  David  in  the  place  of  soul, 
premising  that  David  and  soul  are  synonymous. 
Then  it  will  read,  "fear  not  them  which  kill  the 
body,  but  are  not  able  to  kill"  David,  "but  rather 
fear  him  which  is  able  to  destroy  both"  David  and 
his  "body  in  hell."  This  makes  a  full  destruction 
of  the  whole  of  David.  No  part  escapes  from  the 
destruction. 

But  we  return  to  the  first  clause  of  the  verse. 
Admitting  that  soul  and  David  are  identical,  permit 
Peter  to  say  a  word  about  this  matter.  "Men  and 
brethren,  let  me  freely  speak  unto  you  of  the  patri- 
arch David,  that  he  is  both  dead  and  buried,  .  .  . 
David  is  not  ascended  into  the  heavens."  Acts  2  : 
29,  34.  "For  David,  after  he  had  served  his  own 
generation  by  the  will  of  God,  fell  on  sleep,  and  was 
laid  unto  his  fathers,  and  saw  corruption."  Acts 
13  :  36.    If  soul  represents  the  real  man  David,  then 


54 


THE  SOUL  I   WHAT  IS  IT  ? 


it  is  plain,  according  to  the  Bible,  that  he  is  both 
dead  and  buried,  and  is  not  ascended  into  the 
heavens.  We  think  it  plain  that  the  word  soul  in 
Matt.  10  :  28,  does  not  represent  the  man,  but  the 
future  life,  over  which  man  has  no  power.  He  may 
cut  us  off  from  this  present  existence,  but  cannot 
from  the  life  to  come,  which  is  promised  through 
Christ,  as  a  gift  to  be  received  when  He  "who  is  our 
life  shall  appear." 

We  find  the  words  rendered  die,  death,  dead,  etc., 
occur  twenty-five  hundred  and  eighty-two  times  in 
the  Bible,  not  one  of  which  intimates  that  the  being 
is  alive  between  death  and  the  resurrection,  unless 
it  be  the  one  under  consideration.  Is  it  fair  to  in- 
terpret this  one  so  as  to  make  it  contradict  twenty- 
five  hundred  and  eighty-one  others  ?  We  leave  the 
reader  to  judge. 

We  will  give  all  the  passages  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment where  psuche  is  used  and  not  rendered  soul. 
It  is  rendered  soul  fifty-eight  times. 

1.  Psuche  is  rendered  life  and  lives  forty  times. 
"They  are  dead  which  sought  the  young  child's  life" 
Matt.  2  :  20.  "Take  no  thought  for  your  life,  what 
ye  shall  eat,  ...  is  not  the  life  more  than  meat?" 
Matt.  6  :  25.  "He  that  findeth  his  life  shall  lose  it : 
and  he  that  loseth  his  life  for  my  sake  shall  find  it." 
Matt.  10:39.  "For  whosoever  will  save  his  life 
shall  lose  it :  and  whosoever  will  lose  his  life  for  mv 
sake  shall  find  it."  Matt.  16:25.  "The  Son  of 
man  came  ...  to  give  his  life  a  ransom  for  many." 
Matt.  20  :  28.  "Is  it  lawful  ...  to  save  life,  or  to 
kill?"  Mark  3  :  4.  "Whosoever  will  save  his  life 
shall  lose  it ;  but  whosoever  shall  lose  his  life  .  .  . 
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shall  fcave  it."  Mark  8:35.  "The  Son  of  man 
came  ...  to  give  his  life  a  ransom  for  many." 
Mark  10:45.  "Is  it  lawful  ...  to  save  life,  or  to 
destroy  it?"  Luke  6:9.  "Whosoever  will  save 
his  life,  shall  lose  it :  but  whosoever  will  lose  his  life 
for  my  sake,  the  same  shall  save  it."  Luke  9  :  24. 
"The  Son  of  man  is  not  come  to  destroy  men's 
lives"  Luke  9:  56.  "Take  no  thought  for  your 
life,  what  ye  shall  eat ;  .  .  .  The  life  is  more  than 
meat."  Luke  12  :  22,  23.  "Hate  not  his  .  .  .  own 
life  also."  Luke  14  :  26.  "Whosoever  shall  seek  to 
save  his  life  shall  lose  it."  Luke  17:33.  "The 
good  shepherd  giveth  his  life  for  the  sheep."  John 
10:11.  "I  lay  down  my  lifer  John  10:15. 
"Therefore  doth  my  Father  love  me,  because  I  lay 
down  my  life."  John  10  :  17.  "He  that  loveth  his 
life  shall  lose  it ;  and  he  that  hateth  his  life  in  this 
world,  shall  keep  it."  John  12:25.  "I  will  lay 
down  my  life  for  thy  sake  .  .  .  Jesus  answered  him, 
Wilt  thou  lay  down  thy  life  for  my  sake  ?"  John 
13  :  37,  38.  "That  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his 
friends."  John  15  :  13.  "Men  that  have  hazarded 
their  lives"  Acts  15  :  26.  "His  life  is  in  him." 
Acts  20:  10.  "Neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto 
myself."  Acts  20:24.  "With  hurt  and  much 
damage  ...  of  our  lives"  Acts  27:10.  "There 
shall  be  no  loss  of  any  man's  life"  Acts  27 :  22. 
"They  seek  my  life"  Rom.  11:3.  "Who  have 
for  my  life  laid  down  their  own  necks."  Rom.  16  : 
4.  "Not  regarding  his  life."  Phil.  2:30.  "He 
laid  down  his  life  for  us  :  and  we  ought  to  lay  down 
our  lives  for  the  brethren."  1  John  3  :  16.  "The 
creatures  which  were  in  the  sea,  and  had  life  died." 
Rev.  8:9.  "They  loved  not  their  lives  unto  the 
death."    Rev.  12  :  11.    Total,  40. 

2.  Psuche  is  rendered  mind  three  times.  "Made 
their  minds  evil  affected."    Acts  14:2.  "Stand 
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fast  .  .  .  with  one  mind''  Phil.  1  :  27.  "Wearied 
and  faint  in  your  minds"    Heb.  12  :  3. 

3.  Psuche  is  rendered  you  once.  "I  will  very 
gladly  spend  and  be  spent  for  you  "    2  Cor.  12  :  15. 

4.  Psuche  is  rendered  heart  once.  "Doing  the 
will  of  God  from  the  heart"    Eph.  G  :  6. 

5.  Psuche  is  rendered  us  once.  "How  long  dost 
thou  make  us  to  doubt. "    John  10  :  24. 

6.  Psuche  is  rendered  heartily  once.  "And  what- 
soever ye  do,  do  it  heartily,  as  to  the  Lord,  and  not 
unto  men."    Col.  3  :  23. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  remark  that,  after  sur- 
veying the  whole  Bible  on  this  subject,  in  our  hon- 
esty, we  can  come  to  no  other  decision  than  that  the 
soul  nowhere  represents,  in  the  Bible,  a  conscious 
part  of  man  existing  as  such  when  the  physical 
organism  is  sleeping  in  death.  We  are  fully  satis- 
fied that  the  popular  theology  of  the  day,  on  this 
point,  is  sustained  neither  by  facts,  true  philosophy, 
common  sense,  nor  the  Bible. 
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